
St Matthew’s CE Primary School 
Holy week and Easter Activities  

 
As an excellent church school we want to share some Holy Week and Easter Religious Education activities that you can try at home. The children would have 

been enjoying some of these over the last few weeks at school.  

The last week of Lent is known as Holy Week. It is when Christians remember the last week of Jesus' life.   

Palm Sunday marks the start of Holy Week. It reminds Christians of the journey Jesus made into Jerusalem, on a donkey. Many people welcomed Jesus by 

shouting, waving palm branches and throwing branches down in the path of the donkey. They hoped that Jesus was the Saviour God had promised.  

On the night before his death Jesus had a final meal with his friends. Before this festival meal for Passover, Jesus surprised his friends by washing the feet of 

every person, a task that was normally done by a servant. He wanted to show his followers that they should love one another in humble ways. Christians 

remember this on Maundy Thursday.  

The special meal Jesus had is known to Christians as 'The Last Supper'.  Jesus shared bread and wine with his friends. He said the bread was his body 

broken for them and the wine was his blood shed for them. He was telling them that he was going to die and that when they share bread and wine they 

should remember him. Christians share bread and wine at their church services all year round; this is called communion.  

On Good Friday Christians remember the day that Jesus was killed on the cross. He was nailed to a wooden cross by Roman soldiers. This is the reason why 

the cross is an important sign for Christians today. There are crosses in churches and many Christians wear a cross on a chain.  

Good Friday is a sad day and churches never have flowers or decorations on this day. The church is left dark and empty. But Sssshhh, this is not the end of 

the story!  

Easter is a time of great joy and rejoicing for Christians. It is the time when Christians remember that love is stronger than everything! Jesus is risen from the 

dead! Even death could not hold Jesus back, God’s love brought Jesus back, God’s love is stronger than everything!  

Why not start the week by singing the Palm Sunday song we learnt in school?  

Come and see the Saviour riding into town,  Sitting on a donkey, no sceptre or a crown!  They say He’s the Messiah,  
Promised in God’s word ….   But riding on a donkey? Surely that’s absurd! 
  
Still come and shout “Hosanna!”    Wave your palm leaves high and sing!     You’ll never know, this just might be our long awaited King! 
So come and shout “Hosanna!”    Let the will of God be done!       Could Jesus, born in Bethlehem, be God’s anointed one?        (God’s anointed Son!) 
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 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Sun Class  
Words  
to learn 
  

Tomb 
Cross 
Stone 
Safe 
Frightened 
Risen 
Disappeared 
Disciple 
Heaven 
 

Easter  
Resurrection  
Love  
Celebrate  
Crucifixion  
 

Easter 
Christian 
Holy Week 
Palm Sunday  
Last Supper 
Good Friday     
Celebrate 
disciple 
tomb     
resurrection. 

Easter, symbol, 
empty tomb, 
Easter Sunday, 
disciple, 
resurrection, 
risen, Mary 
Magdalene, 
angel, witness, 
afraid, 
celebration, 
doubt.    

Easter narrative 
disciple betrayal 
forgiveness 
redemption 
reconciliation 
crucifixion 
denial 
resurrection 
salvation 
Ascension 
 

The Last 
Supper  
Mass  
penance, 
Resurrection 
Sacrament 
salvation 
symbolise 
crucifix 
legacy 

Maundy, belief, 
betrayal, 
resurrection,  
crucifixion,   
humble, 
salvation, 
forgiveness, 
celebration,  
prophecy 
 
 

Resurrection  
Gospel 
Salvation 
Hope  
Sacrifice 
Belief 
Emotions  
 
 

Crucifixion  
Resurrection 
Tomb 
Good Friday 
Palm Sunday 
Cross 
Last Supper 
Deny 
Believe 
Faith 

Watch 
or 
Read  
 

Watch The 
Easter Story on 
Youtube  
https://www.yo
utube.com/wat
ch?v=Wnbo2A
mS3OI 

Talk about 
what happened 
and retell the 
story to an 
adult. Talk 
about how the 
disciples felt.  

Watch the 
Easter story or 
use a bible to 
read the story. 
https://www.yo
utube.com/wat
ch?v=0PSgoPd

KQFQ 
How did it 
make Jesus’ 
friends feel? 
How do you 
think this story 
makes 
Christians feel?  
 

Read the Easter 
story from a 
children’s bible 
or watch the 
Easter story on 
Youtube: 
 

https://www.yo
utube.com/wat
ch?v=0PSgoPd
KQFQ 
 
Reflect and talk 
with your adult: 
 
Remind 
yourself of our 
learning on The 
Last Supper. 
Why was it 
called The Last 
Supper? 
What happened 
on the first 
Good Friday? 
 

Discuss what 
the tomb was 
like and how 
heavy the stone 
was that was 
rolled away 
(see pics 

attached) 
 
Recap the 

Easter Story 

using the 

following video: 

https://www.bb

c.co.uk/teach/cl

ass-clips-

video/religious-

studies-ks1-the-

christian-story-

of-

easter/zhgv47h 
Or from the 

Bible: Lk 24:1-

12 or Jn 20:1-

18 

Watch brick 
Bible Easter 
narrative 
https://www.yo
utube.com/wat
ch?v=goZvjl-
4oAY 

Can you 
remember all 
the significant 
characters in 
the Easter 
story? 
 

Look at the 
photos of the 
people having 
communion on 
the beach. 
 
What makes 

people want to 
get up at 5am 
for this service 
do you think? 
 
 What might 
the girl’s 
feelings be? 
Choose five 
emotional 
words to 
describe the 
scene, and say 
why you chose 
them. 
 
 

Watch any of 
the videos 
listed for the 
other year 
groups or read 
them if you 
have a Bible at 

home 

Remind 
yourself of the 
Resurrection 
according to 
Luke 
https://www.yo
utube.com/wat

ch?v=2hcl7MNa
Blg 
 
Watch the first 
10 minutes of 
the film ‘Up’ 
https://www.yo
utube.com/wat
ch?v=f4nl_MA2
TQM  
 
Remind 
yourself of the 
quotes we have 
used which talk 
about the 
Resurrection 

Watch and 
listen to the 
Easter story on 
https://www.bb
c.co.uk/teach/cl
ass-clips-
video/religious-

studies-ks1-the-
christian-story-
of-
easter/zhgv47h 
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Write 
 

Draw a story 
map of what 
the Easter story 
in order.  

Think about all 
the different 
symbols that 
we have seen 
in our learning. 
Think back to 
everything that 
Tom and Tessa 
brought us in 
their special 
bag.  
 
Make an Easter 
card with the 
symbols from 
the story on it 
and then write 
a message of 
love and hope 
inside and send 

it to someone.  
 

Use your 
drawing and 
writing skills to 
create your 
own storyboard 
or comic strip 
to tell the 
Easter story.  
What are the 
key events? 
What symbols 
from the story 
will you 
include? 

Listen to this 

song describing 

the events of 

Jesus’ 

resurrection: 

https://www.yo

utube.com/wat

ch?v=8ZLSb3o1

rh8 
 

Write a news 

report to 

describe Jesus’ 

resurrection. 

Include Mary 

Magdalene’s 

explanation of 

what 

happened. 

Think about 

how you will 

capture her 

feelings. Use 

the template to 

help you. 

 

Write a report 
explaining how 
the characters 
we learned 
about were 
significant in 
the Easter 
Story. Explain  
which character 
you think was 
the most 
relevant and 
whether you 
would have 
made the same 
decisions. 
 

Write a short 

commentary 

about your 

sculpture. 

 

Write a 
newspaper 
article for each 
day of Holy 
week 
 
Or  
 
This link shows 
how The Queen 
commemorates 
Maundy 
Thursday.  
Explain what is 
happening.  Do 
you think this is 
a good idea?  
How does it 
help us 
remember the 

story?  
Unfortunately 
this will not 
happen this 
year, but will 
happen next 
year. 
https://www.ro
yal.uk/royal-
maundy-service 

Write your own 
Resurrection 
Rap 
or 
Write a 
screenplay of 
the 
Resurrection 

Create your 
own telling of 
the Easter 
story, this could 
be a cartoon 
strip, a 
PowerPoint 
presentation or 
a YouTube 
video 

Art 
 

Make an Easter 

Cards showing 

that Jesus has 

risen. Practice 

writing your 

name inside. 

 

Find objects 
inside your 
house or 
natural 
materials from 
a walk to make 
your own 
Easter garden. 
Can you 

Think about the 
Last Supper 
Scenes we 
drew in school. 
How many 
friends / 
disciples did 
Jesus have 

Add the 

following 

characters 

(below) to the 

picture: where 

would you 

place them? 

Write speech 

Make your own 
Easter scene 
using lego, 
cardboard/pape
r or other 
recycling 
materials. 
 

Look at the 
picture. When 
you have 
understood it 
design and 
make a 
sculpture. 
 

Imagine you 
are either Peter 
or Pontius 
Pilate.  Draw a 
picture for the 
day of the Last 
Supper for 
Peter or Good 
Friday for 

Paint / draw a 
picture which 
shows the 
different 
emotions 
experienced by 
Christians 
(think of a 
journey from 

Make an Easter 
garden – this 
could be from 
natural 
materials in 
your own 
garden or from 
recycled 
materials 
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remember to 
add all the 
different parts 
of the story? 

around him at 
the table? 
 
Make your own 
Last Supper 
scene using 
Lego/playmobil 
or some of your 
toys. 
 
Make an Easter 
card. What 
symbols will 
you include? 
Write a joyful 
message.  
You could 
write: 
 
The King is 

Risen! 
 
Jesus is Alive! 
 
Christ is Risen! 
 

bubbles to 

show what the 

different 

characters were 

saying to each 

other. 
 

What does the 

word ‘Easter’ 
mean? How did 
Mary 
Magdalene 
react to the 
empty tomb? 
How do we 
know? How 
long after he 
died did Jesus 
rise from the 
dead? (on the 

third day) How 
did the disciples 
find out that 
Jesus had risen 
from the dead? 
(empty tomb, 
the stone was 
rolled away) 
How do you 
think the stone 
was rolled 
away? Who 
rolled it away? 
 
 
 
 

The photo is 
called new 
beginnings. 
 
What sculpture 
can you make 
which shows 
your ideas 
about new 
beginnings? 

Pontius Pilate. 
How do you 
feel about what 
is happening?  
How do other 
people affect 
what’s 
happening?  Do 
you think you 
did the right 
thing?  What do 
you think will 
happen next? 
How can you 
show this in 
your art? 
 

darkness to 
light)  
Or 
Find objects in 
your house to 
represent the 
different 
emotions felt. 
This could be 
abstract e.g. a 
single grape 
could represent 
loneliness. Take 
a photo of 
these items or 
sketch them 

around the 
home 
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Time 

to 

make 

 

Children to 
make a garden 
using natural 
resources. 
Make/try hot 
cross buns.  
Make a finger 
print cross, 
using paint, 
hang it up in 
your window 
for everyone to 
see.  

Make an Easter 
bonnet or 
Easter hat to 
celebrate all 
your learning 
from this unit.  

What symbol is 
on a Hot Cross 
Bun? Try one. 
 
 
Make your own 
Easter Wreath 
or egg to 
decorate your 
front door or 
window.  
What patterns 
will you draw 
on the eggs? 

 

Make your own 
scene showing 
how the stone 
had been rolled 
away from 
Jesus’ tomb. 
Use lego, 
cardboard, 
paper or other 
recycled 
materials. 
 

Research some 
traditional 
Easter recipes. 
Follow one with 
your grown and 
share it with 
your family. 
 
Why are they 
related to 
Easter? 
 
What 
symbolism is 
there? 
 
Explain why 
you think this 
tradition is 
helpful or not. 

 
Why are Eggs a 
symbol of 
Easter? 
 
Have your 
family got any 
traditional 
Easter foods? 
What are they 
and why are 
they significant 
to you? 

Make an Easter 
collage by 
having a look 
outside to find 
something in 
nature to fit the 
five categories 
related to the 
Easter story:  
1. Something 
ancient 
2. Fresh 
3. Dead  
4. Alive  
5. Beautiful 
 
Relate the 
categories to 
the Eucharist, 
where, 

‘Something 
ancient, which 
was dead, is 
made fresh and 
alive through 
our prayers. 
That’s 
beautiful. 

Make a game 
based on the 
events of Holy 
Week – it could 
be like snakes 
and ladders or 
top trump cards 
for each of the 
characters 
involved in the 
story; maybe 
use PowerPoint 
with hyperlinks 
to make an 
interactive 
game; your 
game – be as 
inventive as 
you like! 
 

Using the idea 
of Ellie’s 
scrapbook in 
the film ‘Up’ 
make a 
scrapbook page 
belonging to 
one of Jesus’ 
disciples. 
Include 
sketches, 
comments, etc 
to show the 
different 
emotions and 
the disciples’ 
belief in the 
Resurrection 

Design your 
own cross to 
hang on a door 
in your home. 
Play 
P’egg’tionary 
- write all the 
Easter words 
on pieces of 
paper, fold and 
put into a 
container. Each 
person takes a 
word and must 
draw the word, 
others must 
guess what the 
word. 

Share  
Share your work by adding it to Tapestry or e mail it in 

 

 

Share your work by sending in a photograph to info@stmatthews-
redhill.surrey.sch.uk 


