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A reminder that school is staying open throughout this lockdown. Every child is expected to attend school as
usual, unless they are experiencing COVID symptoms or other genuine illness.
If your child is unable to come to school parents must contact the school office each day , giving a clear reason
for your child’s absence from school and also when they are likely to return to school. Our remote online learning
activities can be accessed by those who are isolating.

We have had such a positive first week back after the half term break. It’s great to see the children so enthusiastic and determined about their learning and making good progress. Thank you to parents for supporting the children’s learning at home too; this is so important. It is vital that every child in every class reads at
home each day as well as in school. As well as hard copy books , our remote learning provision includes
some excellent online Bug Club books which your child’s teacher has allocated to your child. These can be
accessed with Google Classroom/Wonde and the Active Learn website.
We are very much looking forward to the second half of the autumn term. Please be assured that we will
still enjoy our school Christmas Festivities, including our traditional Nativity Play, although in a different format from previous years!
Thank you to everyone who booked and attended our virtual parents evening this week via zoom
or a telephone call. As things are different at the moment, it is even more important to build and
maintain a strong relationship between parents and teachers. The teachers have enjoyed speaking with parents and sharing your child’s successes and “next steps” for further progress. It has been good
to hear such positive feedback from parents and staff alike. If you forgot to book a zoom or phone call
consultation with your child’s class teacher, please contact the school office as soon as possible to confirm
an appointment.
Peace I leave w ith you; m y peace I give you. I do not give to you as the w orld gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. John chapter 14 verse 27
This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday, a day to commemorate the contributions of British and Commonwealth military and civilian servicemen and women in the two World Wars and later conflicts.

This week we are meeting the….. Sun Class / SNSC Team!
My name is Miss Forbes and I am the teacher of Sun Class, our Special Needs Support Centre,
providing excellent teaching for children with autism. Previously I taught Year 3 and Year 6 here at
St Matthew’s. My favourite subjects to teach are art and geography; I love seeing the children be creative and
finding out about the world. In the school holidays, I enjoy visiting National Trust properties and gardens, as I
love to be outside.
My name is Mrs Framp, one of the Teaching Assistants in Sun Class. I have been here at St Matthew’s for 16 years. I particularly enjoy reading and broadening my horizon with fiction and nonfiction books. I love it when the children read to me and tell me all about the books they have been
reading at home.
I am Mrs Jancek, I have been part of the St Matthew’s family for 13 years and have enjoyed every single
day. I appreciate getting to know the children, especially new children to the school, and
seeing them grow and flourish as they progress through their time with us.
I am Mrs Cruickshank, another of the Teaching Assistant team. I enjoy playing games with the children, especially outside, and the physical activities that we do, including running around the field. I
also enjoy hearing the children’s jokes and sometimes I tell them some of my own too!

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation!
Diary Dates
Autumn term 2020
Friday 27th November: Flu spray immunisations
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Steps to Outstanding
It is always encouraging to receive external
praise and validation of the excellent things we
do here at St Matthew’s School. This week Mrs
Lightfoot and Mrs Penfold were asked to lead
sessions for leaders of other MAT schools to
share what we are doing to enable our pupils to
“catch up” after the first lockdown and also to
present what we have already put in place for online and blended
learning provision along with our further plans and actions
It is great that so many children are continuing to benefit from our
online learning provision to supplement the excellent face to face
teaching they are receiving each day in class. On the Active Learn
website www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/login (or via the link on our
school website) you can access online Bug Club reading books assigned to your children by their teacher and also Maths , spelling
and other activities. Teachers are able to see the work your child
has completed and the progress they are making.
Home learning resources are provided for those without online
access. Please contact the school office for more information.

Social Distancing and Face Masks
As we enter this second lockdown, we ask that all parents continue to social distance by queueing in the correct
areas and also strongly encourage parents to wear a face mask at drop off and pick up. Thank you to the majority
who do this, showing an awareness of other people and understanding of the current situation . A
particular reminder to the small group of parents of children in Year 2 and 3 children who continue to congregate
on the pavement by the exit gate. Please can these parents queue on the grassed waiting area with everyone else; please do not
block the gateway. Your selfish actions make it hard to social distance when leaving the designated waiting area and encroach
on Mrs Saunders as she ensures the children cross the road safely .

Nursery Admissions 3+ We currently have some places available in our wonderful nursery part time or full time! Please contact Miss Cramp in the school office for more information
and for an application form.
We have currently suspended our open morning visits to school for parents of pupils due to start school in
September 2021 . However parents are warmly invited to our Virtual Zoom Open Days

The next Virtual Zoom Open Day will be held online on Thursday 19th November 1pm - 2pm
To join the session please see the links on our website or contact the school office for more information

Have a look at the great things that happen in our school in our new school video by clicking here (or visiting the website).
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