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We are excited and looking forward to welcoming all the children back to school on
Monday 8th March. The staff have all been in school today - the first time all staff
have been together since January - making sure everything is in place to secure a
positive start to the rest of the school year. We are looking forward to our school
“singing” again - literally and metaphorically! The Department for Education’s (DfE)
guidance states that school attendance will be “mandatory for all pupils from March
8th” and the usual attendance and absence procedures will apply.
On Monday, your teachers will be waiting for you at your gates to welcome you back into school. We understand that
some, adults and children, may have anxieties around returning to school; however please be reassured that we will
provide the necessary support and ensure the children have a great first day back.
We will continue with the allocated gates, staggered times and “bubbles” which have worked well during the past year.
We do appreciate those with siblings who have to visit more than one gate!
Years 5 & 6 8.30am - 2.40pm (nursery path gate)
Year 4
8.30am - 2.40pm (crossing patrol gate)
Sun class
8.30am - 2.40pm (door off staff car park)
Years 2 & 3 8.50-3.00pm (crossing patrol gate)
Year1 & Reception
8.50-3.00pm (Gloucester Road gate) Nursery
8.50-3.00pm (nursery path gate)
A reminder that children should not bring in any bags to school (besides packed lunch and a water bottle). On PE days,
the children should come into school wearing their PE clothes instead of their school uniform.
Parents will not be allowed on site with restricted access to the front office. Please continue to use
info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk or 01737 762080 to contact the office. We would ask that parents wear a face
mask when dropping off and picking up their children, as well as maintaining a sensible distance from others. Thank you
for your cooperation and consideration for others. We would encourage walking, cycling or scooting to school, particularly as we move though spring into the summer months.
The role of the crossing patrol has not yet been filled, so parents and children are advised to use the zebra crossing to
cross Linkfield Lane safely. If you or someone you know is interested in the paid position of crossing patrol, please click
here. Full training is provided.
Finally, if your child or anyone in your household develops any symptoms of coronavirus, you must report this to the
school office immediately and get a COVID test. We will need to see the official results as evidence, as there are procedures we have to follow to keep everyone healthy and safe. Please click here for further information on the NHS website!

Book Week Celebrations - Keep reading!
This year’s book week, although slightly different from usual, was a fun-filled week. The children, learning at home and in school, enjoyed a range of activities helping them to develop
their skills, understanding and enjoyment of reading and books. We love reading here at St
Matthew’s! We can’t wait until Redhill library reopens and we can enjoy their captivating
books! On Monday the children will be given their special World Book Day Vouchers which they can use to buy
brand new books of their own.
Your teachers have thoroughly enjoyed seeing your bookmarks, “front cover” drawings and your photographs of unusual places to read! We also launched St Matthew’s first ever ‘The Masked Reader’
where disguised members of staff read excerpts of favourite books - did you guess which teacher was
reading which book? Thank you to Mrs Moyle, Miss Cunnington and other staff for organising such a
great week for all and to parents for enabling the children to enjoy the wonderful world of books!
A huge congratulations to winner William and runner up Thomas, both Year 5, who have won prizes in the
‘Thinking Caps and Using Maps Competition’ organised by “Bike It” Pat and Sustrans. The competition was
open to children from schools across Reigate and Banstead so to achieve two top prizes is a credit to the
children and to St Matthew’s School. Your prizes are on their way to you! Well done to everyone else who
entered; Pat is always impressed with the quality and quantity of entries from St Matthew’s pupils.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Spring term 2021
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)

Diary
Dates

Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Wed 21st & Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Yr 6 Trip (non-residential)
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021 High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22
(current Yr 5 pupils)

Google Classroom & Tapestry Apps
We will continue to use Google Classroom and
Tapestry to support the children’s home learning
including Bug Club Reading, spelling and maths. A
reminder that there are apps available to download for free to most mobile devices for both
Google Classroom and Tapestry. In order to access this you need a slightly different format of
username and password to the Wonde emoji one already
given out. Please contact the school office if you would like
these details to be able to access the Google Classroom app.
There is also a Tapestry app for Nursery and Reception users,
which you can download and use for free using the username
and password already set up. We are aware, however, that,
unfortunately, some of the features of Tapestry (e.g. memos)
do not currently work within the app.

Steps to Outstanding
We are all looking forward to the children returning to St
Matthew’s and recommencing face to face learning with
their teachers and friends. Throughout the past year we
have taken advantage, not only of the outstanding support
from the SDBE MAT, but also the DfE schemes to access additional devices and online access for our pupils, as well as other resources. We have
delivered an accessible and sustainable programme of remote learning for
our children which has received strong external praise and validation.
As we return to school, we know that the children have had different
experiences during the past few months and will be at different levels of
learning and confidence. Here at St Matthew’s, we know our children and
their individual personalities well; we know their strengths and the areas
they might find more challenging. Please be assured that as a staff team
we will continue to ensure any gaps in learning are addressed and all our
children can make good progress and achieve well. We already have a
strong programme of interventions and booster groups in place which can
be supplemented by new opportunities such as the DfE’s National Tutoring Programme. The “quality first” teaching your child will receive every
day from their classteacher is the key element to children’s progress,
along with children’s excellent attendance –100% is expected! – at school
every day. Thank you to parents for continuing to support your
children’s learning at home, especially reading, practising phonics and learning spellings, number bonds and times tables.
Year 6 High Ashurst Trip Update - 21st & 22nd April 2021

Thank you to all who attended this week’s excellent and
well-received English workshops.
Dates / times
Wednesday 5
May 10am

th

Thursday 6th May
6pm
Wednesday 9th
June 10am

Subject

Lead by

Relationships & Sex
Education

Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)

Mathematics

Thursday 10th
June 6pm

Mrs Moor (Numbers
Count teacher)

Thursday 1st July
6pm
Friday 2nd July
10am

Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)
Mr Challenger
(Maths leader)

Pre-learning
for 2021/22
and expectations of
what pupils
should
achieve.

Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)
Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)

A letter has been sent to parents of current Year 6 children today, with regards to the changes we have had to make. Unfortunately, due to
the Government guidance, we are unable to continue this trip as a
residential, however the trip will take place over two days, instead.
We are hoping that next year’s trip for current Year 5 pupils
will go ahead in the usual residential format. (29th Sept -1st Oct 2021)
Medical Conditions & Medications
We appreciate that children’s medical requirements may have changed over
the last few months. Therefore, we are asking parents of every child with a
medical condition, to complete a new form so that we have the most up to
date information as possible.
This includes all allergies, inhalers, regular medications, epipens
etc. Please click here to download the form and email or return to
the office as soon as possible.

A reminder that the weekly food parcels for those eligible for Free School Meals have stopped now that school is
fully open. The children will benefit from a hearty and healthy hot meal at lunchtime each day. Thank you to our
brilliant catering team who have kept us all well fed during this past year.

Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song.
Psalm 95 v 1&2
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Useful telephone numbers:
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA)
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884
Childline 0800 1111

