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Another great week of learning both here at St Matthew’s for the children in school
and also for the majority of the children who are learning from home!
A big thank you to parents for your continued support of your child's learning. The vast majority
of the children are completing work to a good standard. Please remember that the expectation is that the children
complete the work planned for them by their teachers and upload (“turn in”) their work daily onto Google Classroom (or Tapestry for Nursery and Reception) and also attend the zoom sessions with their teachers and friends on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays . While workbooks and activities such as those available from retailers
can supplement your child’s learning and help to practise basic skills, they do not meet the curriculum coverage
expected by St Matthew’s School nor the requirements of the government. Completing the tasks set by your child’s
teacher will enable your child to have a smooth transition back into the classroom without gaps in their learning.
The children currently in school are completing the same activities as their classmates learning at home.
For those children in school (excluding Nursery / Reception), please come into school wearing your PE kit on PE
days. Years 1, 2 and 3 on Tuesdays & Thursdays and Years 4, 5, 6 and Sun Class on Fridays.
We are grateful for and encouraged by the many lovely comments, messages and
emails we have received from parents and others appreciating the work of the school
and its staff during this time. If you haven’t already completed the Ofsted Parent View
questionnaire then we would ask that you please do so by clicking here. Thank you to those who have already submitted their responses. We have a ‘growth mindset’ attitude here at St Matthew’s, always looking to provide the
best for the children.
A reminder to all parents - the week commencing 15th February is half term and the school will be CLOSED to all
pupils (including those currently attending school). There will be no online learning during the half term week everyone needs and deserves a well-earned break!
School will reopen for the children currently attending school on Monday 22nd February. As regards the full reopening of the school, the most recent government statement indicated that it will not be until w/b 8th March at the earliest. Please appreciate that school leaders and staff hear government announcements at the same time as everyone else; we do not get advance notice! As soon as we have a confirmed date we will inform parents as to when
the children can all return to St Matthew’s. We miss being together at school!

This week we are meeting our subject specialist teachers!
I am Mrs Baillie-Young, the Physical Education (PE) subject leader here at St Matthew’s. One of the best things
about my job is seeing the children succeed in developing their physical skills and co-ordination as well as their
confidence and ability to work in a team. At St Matthew’s we have an excellent balance of opportunities to
compete, participate and perform. As well as a strong PE curriculum including swimming for KS2, we have an
excellent programme of sports clubs, outdoor activities and performing arts. There is something for everyone!
Highlights have been St Matthew’s School’s successes in inter-school sports competitions, our annual school
Sports Day and also our dance and performing arts shows at the Harlequin Theatre. The staff at St Matthew’s
freely give of their time, skills and energies to enable our children to enjoy these opportunities. St Matthew’s is an
amazing school with a great community of staff, pupils and parents.
Hola! Bonjour! I am Mrs Junkison, the Modern Foreign Languages teacher here at St Matthew’s. I teach Spanish to Years 3 and 4 and French to Year 5 and 6. I also run a languages
club for children in the younger classes. We are fortunate at St Matthew’s that many of our
pupils are bilingual so everyone understands the benefits of being able to communicate confidently in different languages. We enjoy using songs, games and role play to help us learn
vocabulary and practise conversations.

Next Tuesday, 9th February, is Safer Internet Day. The children in school
and those at home will have activities to teach and remind us of how we
can keep safe whilst on the internet. This is so important, especially as we
have all been using technology so much more during this past year.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Spring term 2021
Diary Dates
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week (Thursday 4th : World Book Day)
Monday 8th March: Inset day - school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th - Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Thank you to parents who have attended our recent curriculum workshops. This week we hosted
our ‘Computing and Online Safety’ workshops.
Thank you to those who joined us. We are glad to
hear that parents found it useful when supporting
their child’s learning and online play at home.
Do put the dates of our next workshops in
your diary so you don’t miss out.
Dates / times

Subject

Lead by

Thursday 4th
March 6pm

English

Miss Cunnington (EYFS/
KS1 phase leader)

Friday 5th March
10am
Wednesday 5th
May 10am
Thursday 6th
May 6pm
Wednesday 9th
June 10am

Relationships & Sex
Education
Mathematics

Thursday 10th
June 6pm
Thursday 1st July
6pm
Friday 2nd July
10am

Mrs Moyle (KS2 phase
leader)
Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)
Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)
Mr Challenger
(Maths leader)
Mrs Moor (Numbers
Count teacher)

Pre-learning
for 2021/22
and expectations of
what pupils
should
achieve.

Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)
Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)

Steps to Outstanding
On Tuesday, St Matthew’s Local Governing
Body held their annual monitoring day, this
year via zoom. The focus for the monitoring
was the “effectiveness of remote education and

digital learning provision across the curriculum
including the balance between remote learning and provision
for children in school.” School leaders, staff, parents and pupils contributed to the review.
Key questions asked and checked by governors were

How do we know the children are still learning? …. if
not, how will they catch up?

What is the school doing to follow up pupils who do
not appear to be accessing learning?

What are children missing out on by not being in
school?

How do we know that the children previously working at Greater Depth will still achieve the higher level?

How is the school ensuring effective safeguarding of
its pupils, those at home as well as those in school?

What is the impact of the current situation and move
to remote learning on the well-being of staff?
Governors reviewed

the school’s systems /processes for remote education
and digital learning and IT/Google Classroom

the school’s plans to support children’s wellbeing,
mindset and behaviour on their return to school
The outcomes of the day were overwhelmingly positive with
clear evidence that St Matthew’s is providing a strong and
sustainable remote learning offer for its pupils with a clear
rationale for what is in place, as well as good teaching for
those attending school. There was also acknowledgement and
appreciation of the efforts of parents supporting the children’s
learning at home. The excellent and relentless work and commitment of the school leadership and staff team were recognised and praised. “St Matthew’s is an excellent school.”
Surrey Families Help Hub

Surrey Arts ensembles will be holding “come and try”
sessions week commencing 6 February. Please see
brochure and more information by clicking here.
They welcome any of our singers or instrumentalists - you don't
need to be having lessons through Surrey Arts.

A reminder about Surrey Families Help Hub, a
brand new service! They are starting small and
initially just focusing on behaviour, but the intention is that this builds to be much more comprehensive in
terms of what it offers. Do take a look on what’s on offer for
parents and families by clicking here.

What does the Lord require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with God

Micah 6 v 8 [The Bible]
www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080
info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk • @StMattsSch
Useful telephone numbers:
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA)
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884
Childline 0800 1111

