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Welcome back to all our children with a particularly warm welcome to all of our
new children and their families!
Welcome Back!
We are so pleased to have everybody back in school together, as well as welcoming some new friends to our wonderful school.
We also welcome two teachers new to St Matthew's; Miss Christie in Year 5 and Mrs Schauffer in Year 3.
Throughout the summer holidays, there has been lots of work done by our school leaders and staff in order to get things ready
and safe for the new academic year and adhere to government guidance. The children have been brilliant and sensible, settling
in this week. They have adjusted to the ‘new normal’ in such a mature way: following the directions from their teacher as to
where they can and cannot go, remembering to wash their hands, keeping a safe distance from each other, and so much more.
While we can’t meet altogether in the hall for Collective Worship, we join together and see each other via zoom each morning
for our special time of reflection. We also enjoy eating lunch in the classrooms with hot meals delivered from our own kitchen.
Thank you so much for following the advice and limiting what your child is bringing into school with them - no bags needed, just
bring a water bottle and, if not having a school meal, a packed lunch. Please remember that on PE or Forest School days, your
child should come to school wearing PE kit / Forest School clothes instead of their normal school uniform.
Drop off/pick up - Linkfield Lane gates. Changes from Friday afternoon.
We regularly review and update our risk assessment, which is very much a ”live” document, and will make adjustments to our
processes as and when necessary. From this afternoon, we are changing the arrangements on Linkfield Lane in order to better
manage the flow of people at the beginning and end of the school day to assist social distancing and, most importantly, to keep
children safe. For Years 2, 3 and 4 there will be a queueing system on the grass area at the front of the school. For Years 5 and
6 there will be a route down and back up the nursery path to a collection point on the field. For Sun class, Year 1, Reception
and nursery there will be no change as the system is currently working well. Thank you to everyone for your understanding and
support in helping to keep our children and others safe. We do appreciate that some parents are having to visit more than one
gate! Thank you also to those who are walking or cycling. To the selfish drivers: parking across (or even on!) residents’ private
driveways is not acceptable. Don’t do it!
Summer building improvement works
The children and staff are appreciating our newly redecorated classrooms and corridors. The beautiful new wall art in the infant
library area has totally engaged all who have seen it! Our nursery classrooms have been refurbished and are welcoming and
stimulating for our new and youngest pupils. Other less visible work includes a new upgraded IT network which will benefit the
children’s learning in school and also the facility for online and remote learning. Later this term, work will commence to renew
our heating system, making it more efficient, and to upgrade fire safety systems. We are able to do this work due to our successful CIF bids for capital funding. Thank you to Mr Cooper (School Business Manager) for his diligent work writing these bids
and to our premises manager Mr Honchar for his many and varied tasks and skills!
Home school communication
Please make sure you are using our new Arbor Parent Portal and App so you don't miss out on or forget
important information sent to you from school . As access into school is restricted at present, please contact the office or teachers via info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk or phone 01737 762080

School Meals

We would strongly recommend that all children have a hot school lunch each day, cooked to order in our school kitchen and
delivered to the children in their classrooms. For children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 the meals are free. For children in
Nursery, Years 3, 4, 5, 6 the cost of a tasty healthy 2-course meal is £2.40 a day. Meals should be paid for via Arbor.

Wake me up! Breakfast Club & Stars! After School Club

A reminder that parents need to book and pay for our wraparound care, in advance via the Arbor parent portal or app.
If your child has not been signed up, they may not be able to attend.

New Parents - you should have received an email from Arbor asking you to complete your registration; this will enable you to
have access to our exciting new Parent Portal. If you have not yet received this, please contact Miss Cramp in the school
office who will happily assist you!

School Uniform

Our school uniform is now available to buy online. However, we do have some limited stock available
in the school office should you need to purchase items immediately . Please email or call the school office to discuss!

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Free School Meals - Covid Summer Food Fund
Attendance at school is once again compulsory for all
pupils. 100% is the expectation!
Diary Dates
Most of our usual activities , including our programme of after-school clubs and
swimming lessons, are, of course, on hold at the moment. Other events eg parents evenings will be delivered remotely via zoom or telephone. Harvest Festival,
Nativity Play and Easter Service will also happen - but in a different format!
Autumn term 2020
Fortnight beginning 14th September: parents evening (details & zoom links to
follow)
Monday 19th October: school photographs
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October: Half term holiday
w/b 2nd November: parents evening - in person if possible, or via zoom
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Please make sure your child has given you the curriculum information leaflet
for this half term to help you to continue to support their learning.

A prayer for the new school year offered to us by
Bishop Jonathan, Bishop of Croydon
We thank you, Lord God, that you created us and the world, and
you love all you have made.
We thank you that whatever else may happen, your love and
care for us never changes.
At the beginning of this new school year we ask your blessing
on all the children, teachers, and staff of our school, and on their
friends and families.
Give us wisdom and understanding; fill us with hope and aspiration; bind us together in community;
enable us to respect each other and bring out from each other
the unique gift each of us has from you.
Set our hearts on fire with your love, to live and work to your
praise and glory,
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Steps to Outstanding
During our staff inset/ induction day
on Tuesday and in collective worship
with the children on Wednesday morning, we considered the Old Testament
Bible story of Nehemiah who had the
job of rebuilding the walls of the old
city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah is quoted
in the Bible as saying “I devoted myself to the work on the wall.” It was a tough job but he
kept going, despite opposition and challenges. Some of
the opposition even came from those who were supposed
to be part of his team and even his friends!
With the staff and children we talked about how we must
continue to “devote ourselves” to the St Matthew’s equivalent of building the walls of Jerusalem: working hard in
lessons, being kind and helpful to others, being truthful
and trustworthy, always trying our best and ensuring good
foundations in our lives.
Just like Nehemiah, we’ve all experienced setbacks; the
last few months have been tricky for lots of people, including learning to deal with change and the unexpected.
In the Bible story, Nehemiah and his team worked hard;
despite changes and unforeseen problems they achieved
their goal – they got the wall completed! They didn’t give
up!
If you ever get the opportunity to go to Jerusalem you
can still see the ancient walls constructed by Nehemiah.
They’ve lasted! The vision, effort, ambition, drive, determination, time, resilience, stamina, good quality of work
and skills of those builders and those strong foundations
have proved their worth. That is our vision and mission for
our children here at St Matthew’s School.
Two Bible verses, one Old Testament, one New Testament, underpin our strapline of Aim High, Encourage,

Have Faith

New Testament: 1 Thessalonians 5 v 11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other
up.
Old Testament: Joshua 1 v9
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with your wherever you go.

Congratulations Justine!
We were delighted to celebrate the success
and amazing talents of our former St
Matthew’s pupil Justine Afante, winner of
The Voice Kids 2020. Justine attended St Matthew’s from Reception to Year 3 before her family relocated to Wales. Like most of us
at St Matthew’s School, Justine always loved singing!
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