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Another great week here at St Matthew’s!
This week we marked the start of Advent by lighting our first candle on our advent wreath and admired the first
pictures of Year 6’s advent calendar. The children have also enjoyed some glittery Christmas art and craft activities.
Whilst everything is different this year, we are still making sure that we continue to enjoy our traditions and fun!
On Tuesday, we had a very exciting morning where we filmed our nativity play outside. We will complete the filming
on Tuesday (8th December) so pupils in Reception and Year 1 should once again come in to school wearing the same costume
as this week. Reception: Plain white top & normal school uniform skirt/trousers etc. Year 1: Dark coloured top, black trousers &
bring a clean tea towel to wear as a headdress
We are very grateful to Mr Penfold who came in to capture and edit our wonderful nativity story on film. We will
also take some photographs for the local newspaper. Children without permission for this will not be involved .
For any photograph or video activities within school, we refer to the ‘Consent Form’ that parents complete when your child joins
our school. If parents wish to change this permission, you must do this via Arbor. Our office staff can advise you how to do this.

After everyone staying healthy throughout the term, we have unfortunately today, following a positive COVID test
for one of our pupils, had to send home our Yr 2/3 bubble to isolate for the rest of this term. Our remote online
learning programme is in place for these children. Thank you to staff, parents and children for your support and
efficient response today. Other bubbles/ year groups are not affected and should attend school as usual.

Important information about the last day of term!
On the last day of term (Friday 18th December) classes will finish at the same times as they have
throughout this term. This is to maintain social distancing!
Years 4,5,6 & Sun Class finish at 2.40pm.

Years 1, Reception, Nursery finish at 3pm

We will not be having the usual Christmas postboxes for the children’s cards this year. We obviously we want to restrict the number of
points of contact and potential transfer of any infection. If the children want to give a card to their particular friends outside the school
premises, that, of course, is their prerogative. Or encourage them to send e-cards this year.
Christmas Lunch Thursday 17th December. This year Christmas lunch will just be for those who usually have school lunch and not
opened up to the whole school as we usually do. This is to avoid having to bring in additional catering colleagues to our kitchen and additional cutlery and crockery from other places. Pupils who don’t usually have a hot lunch might like to bring in a festive packed lunch on
Thursday 17th. All the children will get a cracker courtesy of FOSM.
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day! Friday 11th December (£1.00 donation please) The children can also wear their festive
jumpers on Thursday 17th December (for the Virtual Christmas Pantomime - Cinderella Live and Christmas Lunch) and on Friday
18th December for the last day of term! £1.00 covers all days!

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 3 Team!
My name is Mrs Schauffer, one of the Year 3 teachers here at St Matthew’s. I have been part of the
school family since September but I feel so welcome and am enjoying my time here. I love hearing
the children read and watching them develop with their writing too! One of my favourite
rewards of being a teacher is helping the children to overcome any obstacles that they face
and teaching them to always have faith in their ability.
I am Miss Sobrado, the other Year 3 teacher here at St Matthew’s. I enjoy the Physical Education activities that the children take part in here at school, from sports days to the performing arts shows and inter
-school competitions. The children develop in confidence whilst also learning new skills. It is so encouraging to see the children succeed outside of the classroom as well as in lessons.
My name is Mrs Asif, I am a Teaching Assistant here at St Matthew’s and have worked with pupils in
several different year groups, supporting and extending their maths skills and well as reading. It is so
encouraging to see the children developing their confidence in lessons and at playtimes too.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation! On time, every day!
Autumn term 2020
Diary Dates
Christmas lunch: Thursday 17th December
Cinderella live streamed pantomime: Thurs 17th December
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Steps to Outstanding
On Monday we had our biannual safeguarding audit
visit to the school from Helen Jones, Safeguarding
Partner to the Southwark Diocesan Board of Education Multi-Academy Trust. Mrs Jones is also a registered Ofsted Inspector. Mrs Alison Knibbs our governor with responsibility for safeguarding was also
in attendance.
During her visit Mrs Jones spoke with pupils and staff about a wide range
of safeguarding matters and processes including child protection, online
safety, pupil attendance, behaviour, anti-bullying, Relationships Health and
Sex education, medical needs, staff recruitment, Single Central Record, fire
safety, risk assessments, county lines and child criminal exploitation. Mrs
Jones thoroughly checked the school’s policies, procedures and response
to different scenarios as well as staff understanding and implementation of
‘Keeping Children Safe in Education,’ the statutory guidance for schools
and colleges on safeguarding children and safer recruitment.
While we must never be complacent about safeguarding, we were delighted that once again St Matthew’s School’s “strong culture of safeguarding”
was praised and we were given the top “green” grade in every category of
the audit.
Thank you to all members of the St Matthew’s School community who
work together with a vigilant and tenacious approach to ensure the safety
and wellbeing of our children.
Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSL) at St Matthew’s School are:
Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher)
Mrs Penfold (Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Adjei (Children, Families & Learning Support Worker)

If your child is looking for some creative fun during December, then enter the ‘Bling your Bike’ competition!
Full information was on the poster sent out this week via
Arbor email. All questions & entries need to be sent to
Bike it Pat (details are on the poster).

Job opportunities
St Matthew’s School is currently recruiting for additional Teaching Assistants.
Details are available via our website or
contact the school office.
At the end of this term , we will say a
fond farewell and thank you to Mrs
Saunders who has been our lollipop lady
for over 20 years. Surrey County Council are recruiting for a replacement for Mrs Saunders. An
advert and information about this role is available
via our school website. You don’t have to commit
to 20 years!

God’s word is a lamp for my feet, a
light on my path. Psalm 119 v 105

If you are concerned about the safety of a child or young person, please
speak to one of our DSLs or you can contact the Surrey Children's Single
Point of Access (C-SPA) 0300 470 9100 cspa@surreycc.gov.uk

2021 SATs and national assessments
You may have heard yesterday’s announcement from the Secretary
of State for Education of the measures to support pupils taking
exams in 2021 and the altered approach to the 2021 national
curriculum assessments.
For 2021, DfE have removed:
 all key stage 1/ Year 2 tests
 the key stage 2 / Year 6 English grammar, punctuation and
spelling test
 the requirement to make and report teacher assessment judgements for science at KS1 and KS2
The following statutory assessments will continue in 2021:
 the phonics screening check for year 1 pupils (and year 2 pupils
who have not met the expected standard previously)
 KS2/ Year 6 English reading and mathematics tests
 KS1 and KS2 teacher assessment (excluding science)
While statutory introduction of the national Year 4 multiplication
tables check has been postponed, St Matthew’s School has chosen
to take part on an optional basis. This will be benefit our current
Year 4 pupils and future Year 4 cohorts.
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