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Another great week of learning both here at St Matthew’s for the children in
school and also for the majority of the children who are learning from home!
Well done, children and parents, for all your amazing work and continuing good efforts. Keep on completing and ‘turning in’ your work every day on Google Classroom/Tapestry so that your teachers can monitor and mark your work and provide feedback for you. A big thank you to the majority of parents and children who are already doing this. Your efforts will benefit your children and help to make sure they are not
behind with their learning when we all return to school. This week’s government announcement indicated that the
children will not return to school until 8th March at the earliest. It is vital that all children are accessing learning at
home. It is especially important that every child, including those attending school, reads at home every day.
Please remember that the expectation is that all children learning remotely submit their work every day on Google
Classroom. The minimum expected is that the children complete English, Maths and at least one other subject lesson each day.
It is also great to see so many of the children on zoom between 2pm and 4pm on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays to see their teacher and friends and discuss their work for that day. The children
do not have to stay for the full two hours but they do need to join the zoom each day. On Wednesdays, teachers
attend their staff meeting, therefore the children do not have a zoom session. The zoom login information can be
found here.
School will continue to make every effort to contact parents, offering support, of those children
who are not regularly showing evidence of learning or joining zoom. Where contact is not made,
we will continue our normal welfare and safeguarding visits, which may include doorstep visits to
your home. Please, if you are one of the few who have not been ‘turning in’ work or attending the
zoom sessions, please contact the school office so that we can help you and your child. We do not want any child,
and that includes your child, to be left behind with their learning.
Top tips recommended by St Matthew’s
parents and teachers!

This week we are meeting our …SEND specialists !
(SEND = Special Educational Needs and Disability )
At St Matthew’s, we believe that every child can achieve, no
matter what obstacles are in their way. SEND covers a broad
spectrum of needs. At St Matthew’s every teacher is a teacher of
SEND; the national expectation is that most pupils
with SEND will be taught in mainstream classrooms
Mrs Rose is our school SENDCO. She oversees the
provision for pupils with SEND, working closely with
pupils, teachers, teaching assistants, parents and
other professional agencies to plan and provide the
best for the children, enabling them to make good
progress.
Miss Forbes teaches the children in ‘Sun Class,’
our 15-place Special Needs Support Centre for KS2
pupils with a diagnosis of autism. Places are allocated via Surrey SEND; pupils must have an EHCP.
The specialist provision in the centre is highly regarded, with the children making good progress.
Miss Forbes has previously taught in our KS2 mainstream classes and is currency studying for the national SENDCO award.
Our Headteacher, Mrs Lightfoot, leads the SEND
strategy and training programme across the SDBE MAT.

 Keep to a routine/timetable - for the children's learning, for parents’ work, for meals,
family life, recreation, exercise and sleep!

 Stay in contact with the school, talk with the teachers, they
will help you! Turn in work on Google Classroom or Tapestry, attend zoom sessions or contact the school office

 Praise and reward your child’s efforts,
not just their achievements.
Please complete the
parentview
questionnaire here.
We are so grateful for the encouraging messages, compliments and helpful comments received from parents. Thank
you! We have a ’growth mindset’ attitude here at St Matthew’s and, just like the children respond to their teachers’
marking comments, we use feedback to enable us to continue to improve and provide the best for our children. St Matthew’s is an excellent school! We would strongly encourage
all parents to complete the questionnaire available on the
Ofsted website.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Spring term 2021
Diary Dates
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week (Thursday 4th : World Book Day)
Monday 8th March: Inset day - school closed to children tbc
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th - Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS cancelled
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1/2 national phonics screening checkcancelled
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table checkcancelled
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Steps to Outstanding
Our school governors play a key role in the
life of our school, working with Mrs Lightfoot and the Senior Leadership Team and
the MAT. We are grateful for the time and
skills and commitment our governors give in
this voluntary role. Our Chair of Governors
is Moira Astin who can be contacted via the school office.
The local governing body provides strategic leadership and
accountability in school. Governors set the vision, aims and
objectives for the school and set the policies and targets for
achieving those aims and objectives. They monitor and evaluate the progress the school is making, ensure resources are
used effectively and act as a source of challenge and support

Thank you to parents who have attended our recent curriculum workshops. This week we hosted
our Early Years Maths Workshop. We are glad to
hear that parents found it useful when supporting
their child’s learning at home.
Next week’s workshops , for parents of pupils in all classes, include a focus on the
important area of online safety. Do join us!
The zoom links were sent to parents yesterday. Contact the office for more information.
Dates / times

Subject

Lead by

Thursday 4th Feb
6pm

Computing
and online
safety

Miss Forbes (Computing
Leader)

Friday 5th Feb
10am
Thursday 4th
March 6pm
Friday 5th March
10am
Wednesday 5th
May 10am
Thursday 6th May
6pm
Wednesday 9th
June 10am

English

Relationships
& Sex Education

Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher)

Mathematics

Mr Challenger
(Maths leader)

Thursday 10th
June 6pm
Thursday 1st July
6pm
Friday 2nd July
10am

Miss Hills (Assistant
Headteacher)
Miss Cunnington (EYFS / KS1
phase leader)

Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)

Mrs Moor (Numbers Count
teacher)
Pre-learning
for 2021/22
and expectations of what
pupils should
achieve.

Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher)
Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)

to the Headteacher and leadership team.
This week, our governors enjoyed a helpful training session
looking at the governors’ role in preparing for and during an
Ofsted inspection. Our next inspection is expected soon.
Next week, St Matthew’s governors will have their annual
monitoring day, this time remotely of course!
A focus of the review is: how remote learning is working at St
Matthew’s across curriculum subjects, and covering the balance between remote learning and having some children in
school. The key question for governors is: How do we know
the children are still learning? Although being conducted remotely the monitoring includes dialogue with school staff,
leaders, pupils and parents.

Surrey Families Help Hub
We all need a bit of help sometimes, especially when
managing the highs and lows of family life. Surrey Families Help Hub is a brand new service! They are starting
small and initially just focusing on behaviour, but the
intention is that this builds to be much more comprehensive in terms of what it offers.
Do take a look on what’s on offer for parents and families by clicking here.

Yes, my soul, find rest in God: my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and
my salvation: he is my fortress. I shall not be shaken. My salvation and my honour depend on God, he is my mighty rock, my refuge. Trust in him at all times,
you people; pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge. Psalm 62 v 5-8

www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080
info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk • @StMattsSch
Useful telephone numbers:
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA)
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884
Childline 0800 1111

