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Another great week here at St Matthew’s!
This Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent. Along with this week’s Headlines are some ideas and activities to help us
as we countdown to Christmas and bring comfort and joy to those around us! In school, Year 6 have used their creative talents to make our wonderful annual advent calendar. We look forward to seeing their artwork revealed as we
move through the month of December. We also have our advent wreath and its candles which count down the weeks
until Christmas.
We are excited to announce that we have booked for the whole school to participate in ‘Cinderella Live!’ which is
a virtual pantomime, allowing children to watch it from their own classroom/bubbles. The performance is interactive and children can click to Cheer! Boo! Laugh! and much more. This will be on Thursday 17th December, the
same day as Christmas lunch so the children may wear their Christmas Jumpers on this day (17th), as well as
on Friday 11th December which is Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day.
Thank you to those parents who have messaged or called us with positive comments about our new matting on the grass waiting area at the front of school. This has been put down to make the area less slippy and muddy as we move into the winter
months. Thank you to Mr Honchar for laying the pathway for us.
Traditional Nativity Play - Reception , Years 1 & 2
It’s that time of year again! We are delighted to say that the children’s traditional Christmas Nativity play will still be going ahead
this year. However due to the national restrictions currently in place, things will be slightly different to previous years.
This year, we will be filming our Nativity Play and the video will be shared with parents before the end of term to watch at
home. The filming will take place on Tuesday 1st December at school; please see the letters that were sent out on Wednesday.
Any child who comes to school not wearing their costume on this day, will not be included in the filming.

Reception

Plain white top & normal half of school uniform (skirt, trousers etc.)

Year 1

Dark coloured top, black trousers & bring a clean tea towel

Year 2

Usual smart school uniform & bring a clean tea towel

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 5 Team!
My name is Mr Challenger, one of the Year 5 teachers here at St Matthew’s. I am also the school’s Maths
Leader. While I enjoy teaching all the curriculum subjects, I especially enjoy Maths and seeing the children develop and apply their skills and understanding as they progress through the school. One of my favourite times of the academic year is the end of term celebration assembly, when we give out certificates and medals to
those children who have successfully achieved their number bonds and times tables awards. We even get to sing our
favourite song, ‘Maths is Cool!’ It is great to see the children aiming high with their learning. Thank you to parents who
help the children to learn and practise their times tables at home — this is so important for your child.
My name is Miss Christie, the other Year 5 teacher here at school. I am new to St Matthew’s this year,
and I am really enjoying being part of the school family and strong staff team. My favourite subjects are
English and history. I love seeing the children be creative with their writing and helping them to extend
their choice of vocabulary. I also enjoy reading and encouraging that love of reading in the children.
I am Mrs Elphick, a Teaching Assistant in Year 5 and also part of our great team of staff
who supervise the children at lunchtime. I am one of our trained ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant), helping the children with their emotional resilience and social wellbeing. From time
to time, I help at breakfast club and “Stars” after-school club too! I have been part of the St Matthew’s
family for 17 years— it’s like a second home! I enjoy reading with the children, hearing them read to me
and discussing the exciting stories that they have read at home too. I also thoroughly enjoy helping with
the extra curricular activities and events at school, such as painting some of the sets and making props
for the school productions.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation! On time, every day!
Autumn term 2020
Diary Dates
Christmas lunch: Thursday 17th December
Cinderella live streamed pantomime: Thurs 17th December
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Christmas dates for your diary!
Nativity Play Filming- Tuesday 1st Decem ber

Steps to Outstanding

It is always lovely to talk with the children
about their learning, their achievements and
the areas they are working to improve. This
the core business of our school! We are
proud of our pupils here at St Matthew’s and
their honest evaluation of their skills and
their clear determination to improve and succeed. We have a skilled and dedicated staff
team who strive to ensure every child is challenged and supported to achieve their best in all curriculum subjects.
We always aim high!
This week school leaders have spent time in every classroom.
Among the highlights are some precise maths work using bus and
train timetables in Year 6, high quality creative writing and artwork
with a snow theme in Year 4 and some tasty fractions work in Year
1. Year 5 are to be commended for their cross-curricular learning
about the Aztecs in school and at home. Please see the pictures of
the children’s brilliant models on our school’s Twitter page. It is encouraging to see children in Year 3 earning their pen licences for
excellent handwriting! Year 2 have enjoyed working indoors and
outside in our spacious school grounds, learning about microhabitats, while Sun Class are enthusiastic about rainforests! Not to be
outdone by their older peers, children in reception and nursery classes are making excellent progress with their phonics and love of
reading as well as numbers! Thank you to parents for encouraging
the children's learning at home as well as at school.

Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 11th December
Wear your Christmas jumper for a £1 donation
Cinderella Live! Virtual Pantomime - Thursday
17th December
Children will watch this in their own classrooms
Christmas Lunch - Thursday 17th Decem ber
*Unfortunately, this year we are only able to offer
Christmas Lunch to those children who regularly have
school meals.

It was lovely to host another Zoom ‘Virtual Open Day’ yesterday for
prospective parents, especially for Nursery and Reception.
A reminder that if you are applying for a Reception place for September
2021, then the deadline is 15th January 2021. You do need to apply for
a place, even if your child is already at our Nursery, it is NOT an
automatic allocation.

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.” John 8 v 12 [The Bible]
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