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Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith 

Following the Government announcement earlier this week, we are looking forward to all the chil-
dren returning to school on Monday 8th March and recommencing learning with their friends and 
teachers. The government has made it clear that attendance at school is mandatory for all children 
from 8th March.  

In order to ensure all the children can be back in their classrooms as soon as possible, we have 
brought forward our scheduled inset day to Friday 5th March. This will allow teachers and other 

staff to complete preparations for the children's return. School will therefore be closed to all pupils on Friday 5th, 
including children of key workers and those deemed "vulnerable." Work will be on Google Classroom / Tapestry on 
Friday for those who would like their children to continue learning on Friday 5th Please refer to the letter sent out 
via email yesterday. 

The same timings and gates will be used as in the autumn term, 

Years 5 & 6   8.30am - 2.40pm (nursery path gate)               Year 4   8.30am - 2.40pm (crossing patrol gate)  

Sun class   8.30am - 2.40pm (door off car park)                    Years 2 & 3   8.50-3.00pm (crossing patrol gate)  

Year1 & Reception   8.50-3.00pm (Gloucester Road gate)      Nursery   8.50-3.00pm (nursery path gate)  

Next week is Book Week!  

We are all excited about this year’s Book Week which starts on Monday 1st March. This is always a fun-

filled week with children taking part in a range of activities which all relate to the importance of reading. 

We have designed all the activities to engage the children, promote their creativity and, most important-

ly, develop their love of reading for pleasure. An activity has been created for each day of the week and 

these will be shared with children via Google Classroom or Tapestry. Children in school will also be tak-

ing part in the activities. Look out for some surprises which are planned as Book Week unfolds!  

You might find it useful to keep any cardboard, colouring pens, scrap paper, a jar, etc. so that children 

have a variety of resources at home to complete their activities.  We really hope that you enjoy the week and celebrate 

all the advantages  and pleasures that reading brings!  

Don’t forget we also have our brilliant St Matthew's Virtual Library on Google Classroom and Tapestry! We 

have created an online collection of texts, organised into year groups, for your children to explore and enjoy. 

We will continue to update this resource, so please encourage your child to let us know which books they 

would like us to add (subject to author/publisher permissions.)  

Free Click and Collect at Redhill Library (and other Surrey libraries)  
Did you know you can arrange a click and collect at Redhill Library so that your children (and parents too!)
can still enjoy exploring a range of books? To access click and collect just log onto Surrey libraries and 
search online for books: https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/welcome  
 
If you are not currently a member you can apply online: 
https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/selfregistration 
To reserve a book you need your library card information and a pin number (you can request your pin if you 
do not know it). The book you request will be delivered to Redhill library (or another branch), for you to 
collect. You will get a text message/email when your book is ready. 
 
Not sure what you want to read? There are suggested reading lists https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/
arena/reading-lists on the library website as well as a ready reads section https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/
libraries/news-and-events/news/coronavirus/ready-reads where you can say what you like to read and they will pick some-
thing for you. 

https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/welcome
https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/selfregistration
https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/reading-lists
https://arena.surreylibraries.org/web/arena/reading-lists
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/news-and-events/news/coronavirus/ready-reads
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/libraries/news-and-events/news/coronavirus/ready-reads


 

 

  

Useful telephone numbers: 
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568 
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA) 
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk 
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884  
Childline 0800 1111 

www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080  

info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk  • @StMattsSch 

 Spring term 2021 
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday) 
Summer term 2021 
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children  
Tuesday  20th April :children return to school  
Tues 20th - Thurs 22nd April  High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip  
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children  
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday  
w/b 21st June: Activities Week 
Fri 25th June: Sports day 
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production 
Last day of term: Wed 21st July 
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22  (current Yr 5 pupils) 
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021 

Diary 
Dates 

Steps to Outstanding  
 
This week we have again received external validation 

for the great work and achievements here at St Mat-

thew's School. 

Yesterday's half termly meeting with the MAT praised the school’s 

excellent remote learning provision, its plans and preparation for 

welcoming the children back to school, its programme of curricu-

lum workshops for parents and also the school’s professional de-

velopment of its staff, in particular middle leaders.  

Colleagues from other agencies, including Surrey Children's Ser-

vices, have recognised the vigilance of staff at St Matthew's 

School and effective support given to children and families. While 

we must never be complacent, “the culture of safeguarding at St 

Matthew's is strong.” 

Meetings with colleagues from Surrey SEND and CAMHS have also 

provided opportunities for the strong practice here at St Mat-

thew’s to be shared and recognised. 

There is much to be proud of here at St Matthew’s CE School.    

St Matthew’s is an excellent school (and it’s not just us who are 

saying that!) 

Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Ephesians 4 v 32 

Dates / times Subject Lead by 

Thursday 4th 
March 6pm 
Friday 5th March 
10am 

English Miss Cunnington 
(EYFS/ KS1 phase lead-
er) 
Mrs Moyle (KS2 phase 
leader) 

Wednesday 5th 
May 10am 

Thursday 6th May 
6pm 

Relation-
ships & Sex 
Education 

Mrs Lightfoot 
(Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy 
Headteacher) 

Wednesday 9th 
June 10am 

Thursday 10th 
June  6pm 

Mathe-
matics 

Mr Challenger                    
(Maths leader) 

Mrs Moor (Numbers 
Count teacher) 

Thursday 1st July 
6pm 

Friday 2nd July 
10am 

Pre-learning 
for 2021/22 
and expec-
tations of 
what pupils 
should 
achieve. 

Mrs Lightfoot 
(Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy 
Headteacher) 

A reminder that the weekly food parcels for those 

eligible for Free School Meals will stop once school re-

opens. The children will be provided with a daily hot 

meal at lunchtime instead. Therefore the last food 

parcel collection will be next week, on Tuesday 2nd March . 

Google Classroom & Tapestry Apps 

Did you know there is a Google Classroom app availa-

ble to download for free to most mobile devices? 

In order to access this you need a slightly 

different format of username and password 

to the Wonde emoji one already given out. 

Please contact the school office if you 

would like these details to be able to access the Google 

Classroom app. 

There is also a Tapestry app for Nursery and Reception 

users, which you can download and use for 

free using the username and password 

already set up. We are aware, however, 

that some of the features of Tapestry (e.g. 

memos) do not currently work within the app. 

Staff news 

We send our love and best wishes to Mrs Caswell 

who will not be returning to St Matthew's. We thank her for her many 

contributions, in a variety of roles, to our school and children and 

wish her well for the new opportunities ahead.   

Congratulations to Miss Cunnington who has been 

seconded to the post of deputy headteacher at Limps-

field School. The secondment is for the summer term. 

Medical Conditions & Medications 

We appreciate that children’s medical requirements may have 
changed over the last few months. Therefore, we are asking parents 
of every child with a medical condition, to complete a new form so 
that we have the most up to date information as possible. 

This includes all allergies, inhalers, regular medications, 
epipens etc. Please click here to download the form and 
email or return to the office as soon as possible.   

file:///S:/Office/Forms and Standard Letters/PERMISSION TO ADMINISTER MEDS.doc

