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A reminder that next week is the half term holiday - no school for the children.
We look forward to welcoming the children back to school on Monday 2nd November.

Parents Evenings w/b 2nd November.
Appointments now available to book on Arbor!
Our next parents evenings, immediately after half term, will provide an opportunity
for parents to speak with teachers to discuss your child’s progress, achievement
and targets.

Appointments must be booked on Arbor under the ‘Guardian Consultation’ heading.
Please only book one meeting for each child. If you have access to the internet,
then please book a zoom slot. If you do NOT have internet, then book a telephone call instead.
It was great to see so many nursery and reception parents at this week’s zoom EYFS parents workshops.
Thank you for the encouraging feedback and the shared approach to supporting the children’s learning and
wider development.

Be Still in the Storm : Calm under Canvas
A big thank you to our friends at Sparkfish who visited us again this week
to provide thought-provoking engaging activities in our tent on the field.
The children all enjoyed the reflective sessions very much.

Where do you find that “still small voice of calm”?
Thank you, too, to our friends at the Redhill Redstone Rotary Club for once again generously
donating colourful, illustrated dictionaries for each of our Year 4 pupils, which will benefit their
learning at home and school, in particular vocabulary and spelling.

This week we are meeting the….. Early Years Reception Team!
Hello! My name is Miss Cunnington and I am the Early Years Leader here at St Matthew’s School, as
well as being one of the reception class teachers. I believe that each child is recognised as a unique
individual, and I absolutely love seeing the children in early years develop from strength to strength.
I am Miss Binney! I am fairly new to St Matthew’s but I feel like I am part of the family. I enjoy reading
with the children and hearing what they have been reading at home. When we read in class, it is a fantastic opportunity for a child to move their peg up, to show their hard work and progress on this day.
Hello, I am Mrs Dhakal, the Teaching Assistant in reception class. My favourite part of working in Reception are the imaginative and creative activities that we do, for example painting
and role play. I also enjoy using Makaton to support the children's communication skills; it is amazing
to see how many of the signs they remember and confidently sign back to me!
I am Mr Allkins, the newest member of the St Matthew’s reception team. I have been a teacher for a
long time, teaching in different year groups right up to Year 6 . I love geography and PE and sport
and helping the children to develop their skills and interest in the world around them.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is once again compulsory
for all pupils. 100% is the expectation!
Diary Dates

Autumn term 2020
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October: Half term holiday
w/b 2nd November: parents evenings via zoom or telephone
Friday 27th November: Flu spray immunisations
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Steps to Outstanding
We encourage every child to practise and develop their reading at home each day, as well
as in school. Parents should read with their
child and also read TO their child as this has a
positive impact on their learning and language
skills, imagination and knowledge. Children
who are confident in reading go on to achieve
great things!
On the Active Learn Pearson website you can access online reading
materials that have been specifically assigned to the children by
their teacher as well as other activities. Teachers are able to see
the work your child has completed and
the progress they are making.
If you need books to read at home
please speak to your child's teacher.
You should have (or may have already) received, via
email or text, a link to order your school photograph.
Please note, proofs will not be sent out this year.

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in darkness.
They will have that light. They will have life.” John chapter 8 v 12
NURSERY: Applying for a reception place for September 2021? The closing date for applications is 15th January 2021.
YEAR 6 : Applying for a secondary school place for September 2021? The closing date for applications is 31st October 2020.
Nursery Admissions 3+ We currently have some places available in our wonderful Nursery - part time or
full time! Please contact Miss Cramp in the school office for more information and for an application form.
Pre-booked visits - Maximum of 6 People

Virtual Zoom Open Days

Tuesday 17th November 9:30am Friday 20th November 9:30am

This will be held online via Zoom.

Contact the school office to book your place

To join the sessions see the links on our website
Thursday 19th November 1pm - 2pm

Thank you to all our children, parents and staff for such a positive and successful first half term, especially with the
new measures and timings that we have put in place. Thank you to everyone who has adhered to the new rules
showing consideration and respect for others, particularly at the start and end of the school day when
queueing or parking. We have ordered matting to address the mud on the grass waiting areas. Please continue to remember to socially distance while waiting for your child. Wearing face masks is recommended.
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