Friday 20th November 2020 • Autumn Term • Newsletter 11
Continuing Professional Development
Learning is not just for the children! Here at St Matthew’s our staff benefit from a strong programme of
further training and external professional qualifications.
This year Mr Hill, Mr Knox and Miss Hekmoun are undertaking the National Professional Qualification for
Middle Leaders while Miss Forbes is studying for the National SENCO Award.
Not only do our teachers continue to extend their own professional skills but they also share them with colleagues. Yesterday, Miss Cunnington and our excellent Early Years Team lead training for another school on the effective use of the Tapestry
assessment system which we use here at St Matthew’s. Our senior leaders, Mrs Lightfoot, Mrs Penfold and Miss Hills, regularly provide advice and support for colleagues in other schools as well as working with our own St Matthew’s staff.
Our recent weekly staff meetings have included “in-house” training on maths (led by Mr Challenger and Mrs Moor), spelling
(led by Mrs Powell) and Google Classroom/use of technology (led by Miss Hills).
This investment in the skills and pedagogy of our staff, of course, has a positive impact on the quality of teaching and learning
across the curriculum and on the children’s progress, achievements and aspirations.
Admissions to Reception in September 2021
It was lovely to meet with parents (albeit via zoom!) yesterday for another of our Virtual Open Days.
We are always proud to talk about our excellent school and the great provision our children.
Please share our new school video with people you know, particularly those who are seeking a
school place. The video can be found here.
The deadline for applying for a Reception place is 15th January 2021
Parents of current Nursery children who are due to start Reception next year have been sent a leaflet with advice
on the application process. Please click here to view this information again.

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 6 Team!
I am Mrs Moyle, one of the Year 6 teachers here at St Matthew’s and also the Key Stage 2 Phase Leader. I
thoroughly enjoy teaching in Year 6 and seeing the children grow academically and personally before they venture on to
secondary school. Helping the children prepare for the next stage in their education fills me with pride. I am confident
that children at St Matthew’s leave Year 6 with the key skills to continue to aim high as they progress.
My name is Mr Knox, another of the Year 6 teachers here at St Matthew’s. One of my favourite parts of the
school year for Year 6 is the residential trip to High Ashurst. The teachers have as much fun as the children! It is fascinating to see the children’s confidence and teamwork develop as they complete the activities and challenges. Although this year’s trip had to be postponed until the summer term, it is set to be
just as great as usual and I am already excited!
My name is Mrs Shuttleworth, one of the Higher Level Teaching Assistants here at school and
Senior Midday Supervisor. I have been working in Year 6 for a few years and I find such joy in it. I really
enjoy assisting with the KS2 SATS preparation and encouraging the children to practise, practise, practise!
It is lovely to see them grow in confidence. I am also involved with the PE and dance activities at our
school, from the performing arts show to netball tournaments.
I am Mrs Lockey, a Teaching Assistant currently working in Year 6. I also supervise our breakfast club and
Stars after school club and so see the children develop and grow during their years at St Matthew’s . In
Year 6, I particularly like hearing the children read with me and also discussing what they have read at
home. Reading is so important to us at St Matthew’s - it’s an essential skill which opens up so many other
areas of learning. We really appreciate parents’ continuing support by reading with their child at home.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation! On time, every day!
Autumn term 2020
Diary Dates
Friday 27th Nov: Flu spray immunisations
Christmas lunch: Thursday 17th December
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Nursery Admissions (age3+)
We currently have some places available in our

Steps to Outstanding

We are delighted to announce that
Mike Salisbury (parent of a Year 5 pupil) and Heather Chalk (parent of a
Reception class pupil) have joined our
school’s Local Governing Body. Governors met on Wednesday evening for
this half term’s meeting of the full
board of governors. The agenda included discussions on
admissions, attendance, children’s progress and return to
school, the recent Ofsted visit, a review of our School Improvement Plan actions and impact and, of course, safeguarding which is a standing item on all meeting agendas
at St Matthew’s School.
In addition to our full governing body meetings, governors
work in three committees - Standards and Performance,
Finance and Faith.
Minutes of governors meetings are available on request
from the school office.

high quality nursery - part time or full time! Please

Online events for parents

contact the school office for more information and

Tuesday 24th, Wednesday 25th and
Thursday 26th November 7.30pm

for an application form.
Christmas dates for your diary!
Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 11th December

Wear your Christmas jumper for a £1 donation

Christmas Lunch - Thursday 17th Decem ber

*Unfortunately, this year we are only able to
offer Christmas Lunch to those children who
regularly have school meals.
Nativity Play - details to follow !

Care for the Family is a highly regarded

and long established organisation who provide great
support for parents and families. Next week they are
running highly recommended online events for parents of primary aged children. All events are one
hour long and start at 7:30pm.

“Primary Parenting is a light-hearted event about the ups and
downs of raising under twelves. Rob Parsons and Katharine Hill
will present insights and top tips gathered from their combined
experience of working alongside thousands of parents for over
thirty years. You may laugh, you may cry, but we hope to leave
you feeling uplifted and inspired.'“
To book, check out the Care for the Family link.

Give all your worries and cares to God, for
he cares about you. 1 Peter 5:7 [The Bible]
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