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Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith 

Another great week of high quality learning here at St Matthew’s! 

This week we have enjoyed a brilliant  Arts Week here at school.  Each year group has learned about one 

artist in depth, studying their style of art and a specific painting or other piece of their artwork. Thank you 

to Helen from Magic Lantern who led our art workshops and to Reigate Arts Society  who provided funding for these ac-

tivities. While today’s heavy rain put paid to our outdoor exhibition, we showcased  the children's own art work in 

achievement assembly this morning. We have some very talented  and creative artists here at St Matthew’s School! 

As well as enjoying the visual arts, Year 6 have also developed their performing arts skills, working with 

professional jazz musician, Pete Letanka, to compose and perform their own brand new instrumental music 

and songs. The sound coming from their rehearsals  has been wonderful – literally music to our ears! Unfor-

tunately, due to this week’s government announcement, we had to cancel the planned concert; however, 

we are hoping to be able to share with  parents a short film celebrating  the children's achievements. Well done Year 6! 

At St Matthew’s, we love to visit different places of interest to support our learning. This week, Sun Class and 

Year 2 enjoyed visits to Polesden Lacey near Dorking, exploring the beautiful grounds and learning about 

habitats of different plants and creatures. We are pleased to be able to utilise our school National Trust mem-

bership for visits such as these. Thank you to our wonderful parent helpers for volunteering to come along with us.  

Next week, Reception class will enjoy a great day out at Bocketts Farm, always a favourite place to visit! 

A reminder that we are hosting summer holiday sports delivered by the Kinetic Foundation. The programme will 
run from 26th July – 19th August from 10-2pm, Monday to Thursday every week, here at St Mat-
thew’s School. More information w ill be sent to families who are eligible to attend. This is part of  a 
national DfE programme open to children eligible for free school meals at no cost. Food is provided.  

 

Also: open to all pupils in Years 3-6 Surrey Summer Arts (SMASH) at St Bede’s School. Music, dance and food! 
Monday – Thursday 26–29 July  10am – 2.30pm each day  Free places are available for all children who receive 
free school meals.    
Costs are £45 for each day, or £135 for the 4 day course.   Further information and booking details are available on the Surrey 
Arts website:  Surrey Arts workshops - Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk)  

We know how excited the children (and staff!) are about Activities Week but there is a 

lot to remember, so please make sure that you read all emails and other communication 

from school so you know what is happening and when, and what you need to bring!  

From water sports (KS2 only) to martial arts, crazy golf, climbing wall, archery and athletics there’s a lot happening! Also, 

for the first time, we will using our new outdoor gym which has been installed on the playing field near the long jump pit.  

All children from Reception to Year 6 should come into school wearing  their smartest school PE kit every day (royal blue 

PE shorts and a white t-shirt). On Friday, children should wear a plain red, blue, green or yellow  t-shirt to reflect their 

team colour for Sports Day. (Check with your child’s teacher or the school office if you're not sure which team they're in!) 

If you haven't got a coloured t-shirt, children can wear their usual white one. On Tuesday, when Reception are going on 

their trip to Bocketts Farm, they need to wear their smartest normal school uniform, not PE kit. 

*We are aware that Brigade Clothing currently have a delivery delay, therefore if you need to buy just the roy-

al blue PE shorts, these can be found on Amazon by clicking here (they must be the royal blue ones). 

 Years 3,4,5,6 were sent a letter on Tuesday, stating their groups for activities week as well as confirming the 

day that they are going to Aqua Sports at Mercers Lake. Please note, some groups have a later finishing time 

that day.  We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, however it was the only way to fit everybody in 

to enjoy this brilliant opportunity at Aqua Sports.  Thank you to Mrs Baillie Young, in particular,  and to other 

staff who have worked so hard to arrange the activities and address  the logistical challenges. Let’s hope the sun shines! 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/arts/surrey-arts-workshops
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B07NF3TYDZ/ref=cm_sw_r_oth_api_glt_fabc_YWDZCB2AJ5H3R5FQ2YZH?psc=1


 

 

  

Useful telephone numbers: 
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568 
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA) FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk 
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884  
Childline 0800 1111     24/7 Mental Health Crisis Line freephone  - 0800 9154644  
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Summer term 2021 
June 2021 
w/b 21st June   Activities Week 
Tues 22nd   Reception Class trip to Bocketts Farm 
Fri 25th June  Sports day ( children only) 
Tues 29th   Induction day for new pupils 
Secondary induction day for Yr 6:  Please contact the secondary 
schools for further up to date information   
July 2021 
Thurs 1st  6pm Parents curriculum workshop:  
     Pre-learning & expectations (zoom) 
Fri 2nd 10am   Parents curriculum workshop:  
     Pre-learning & expectations (zoom) 
Fri 2nd   Year 1 Trip to Priory Park  
Mon 5th   Year 6 - Junior Citizen event 
Tues 6th 9.30 am New Reception  2021 Meet & Greet 
Wed 7th   New Nursery 2021 Meet & Greet 
Thurs 8th 1.30pm New Reception  2021 Meet & Greet 
Fri 9th 11am   Yr 6 Virtual Southwark Leavers Service 
Mon 12th                   New Nursery 2021 Meet & Greet 
Tues 13th 2pm Yr 4 clarinet concert for parentsCancelled 
Tues 13th   Nursery Animazing 
Tues 13th 7pm  Governors meeting  
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th Production  Cancelled 
Fri 16th   School reports sent home to parents 
Tues 20th   Leavers Service format tbc 
Wed 21st  Last day of term (2.40/3pm finish) 
 
Autumn Term 2021 
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021 High Ashurst Yr 6          
(current Yr 5) Residential Trip  
Autumn Term 2021/2022:  
Wednesday 1st September - Friday 17th December  
Half Term: Monday 25th - Friday 29th October 
 
Spring term 2021/2022:  
Tuesday 4th January - Friday 1st April  
Half Term: Monday 14th - Friday 18th February 
 
Summer Term 2021/2022:  
Tuesday 19th April - Friday 22nd July  
Half term: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June   
 
INSET (staff training) Days - school closed to children 
Wednesday 1st September / Tuesday 4th January  
Tuesday 19th April / Friday 27th May & 1 more tbc 

Diary Dates Steps to Outstanding 

We are already finalising our plans for 
the new school year starting in Sep-
tember 2021. We sincerely hope that 
we can all have a full year learning in 
school, without interruption! We are 
disappointed that, in light of the gov-
ernment announcement earlier this 
week, we have had to cancel this year’s production, 
the Year 6 Jazz concert and Year 4’s clarinet concert. 

We have also had to move to zoom our induction 
meeting (29th June) for children/parents joining re-
ception class in September. The secondary schools 
have also had to reorganise their sessions for Year 6 
pupils and they will contact parents to confirm any 
new arrangements. If Year 6 children are not re-
quired to attend secondary school induction day, 
they should come to St Matthew’s as usual. Also on 
29th June, pupils here at St Matthew’s will find out 
who their teacher will be next year and spend the 
afternoon in their new classroom with their new 
teacher. Remember: first impressions count! 

Staff news 
We welcome Miss Cheeseman, our new reception 
class teacher, who has already joined our staff team. 
We are also looking forward to welcoming Mr Dowie 
who will be returning to St Matthew's in September. 
Congratulations to Miss Cunnington who, after a se-
condment this term, has been appointed, from Sep-
tember, to the substantive post of Deputy 
Headteacher at Limpsfield School. This is a well-
deserved promotion and while we will miss her being 
with us here at St Matthew’s we send Miss Cunning-
ton our very best wishes for her new role. 

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew                     

a steadfast spirit within me.   Psalm 51 v 10 

Thurs 1st 
July 6pm 

Fri 2nd July 
10am 

Pre-learning 
for 2021/22 
and expecta-
tions  

Mrs Lightfoot 
(Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy 
Headteacher) 

Parent Workshops 

Our programme of curriculum  workshops, this year held on 

zoom,  has proved to be a resounding success with positive 

feedback from those attending. Don’t miss the final events of 

this academic year which will outline the expectations for 

your children’s learning and attainment and how parents can 

support their children’s learning at home and prepare for the 

next year. Zoom links will be sent to parents next week. 

Parents and grandparents : might 
any of you be able to spare in time 
next academic year (from Septem-
ber) to come and listen to children 
read or rehearse times tables with 
the children please? 

Thank you to those parents who have already offered 
to volunteer with us (from September).  

Please contact Miss Cramp in the school office. 
Please be aware you will be required to undergo a 
DBS check for safeguarding purposes.  

Thank you in advance! 


