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Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith 

 

 

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 1 Team!  

My name is Mrs Semple. I am one of the Year 1 teachers, and also part of the Arts leadership team at 
St Matthew’s. I have worked at the school for a good number of years in a variety of roles and year 

groups. St Matthew’s is a great place to be! I love to see the children completing their work to a high standard and 
being proud of their achievements.  As you walk around St Matthew's School, our learning environment and dis-
plays  showcase the children's creativity and talents  and the school’s high expectations in all curriculum subjects. 

I am Mr Skuse. I  teach in Year 1 as well as being the Phonics Leader and Reading Recovery teacher  at 
school. I love this because it means I get to support children across a variety of year groups which allows 
me to see them progress and develop in confidence as they move up the school. As with all the staff at St 
Matthew’s, I encourage parents to read with their children at home each night. It really makes a positive 
difference to the children’s reading ability, fluency, comprehension, vocabulary and confidence. Reading 
is the key to learning and unlocks all the other area  of the curriculum.  

My name is Mr Hill. I joined St Matthew’s this term and am enjoying getting to know the Year 1 children 
who are currently in school, as well as the rest of my class over zoom. I am looking forward to us all be-
ing back together in school. I enjoy the STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics) and also actively play many sports.  

I am Mrs Barrett, a Teaching Assistant in Year 1. I enjoy getting to know the children and helping them 
with their learning. During this lockdown, I have really enjoyed taking part in the ‘drop in zoom sessions’ 
and discussing this week’s learning with the children. It is also interesting to hear about the creative 
things they have been doing at home - including baking and drawing! 

Another fantastic week of learning! Whether you are here attending school at St Matthew’s or learn-

ing at home, it is great to see the activities completed by the children. We have seen some wonder-

ful writing, marvellous maths and creativity across the curriculum. It is so encouraging to see the 

great effort from children and adults and the resulting progress and consolidation with learning. 

For those children learning from home, please remember that the expectation is for all children to access the 

work set by their teacher on Google Classroom (Tapestry for Nursery & Reception), to ‘turn in’ their work daily 

and to access the zooms 2pm - 4pm every day (except Wednesdays!) We have phased out paper copies, as 

by using the online platform, teachers are able to monitor and mark the work and provide feed-

back to the children. You can access Google Classroom via wonde using your emoji password! 

Children can view the work set, and then do the work on paper if that is easier. Parents, or the 

older children can do it themselves, then need to take a photo, scan or upload the work to the 

assignment on Google Classroom.   Miss Hills has made a helpful video detailing how to do this, click here to 

see the video! If you require some blank exercise books and pencils for the children to use to record their 

work or have any other questions about the children’s learning please contact the school office . 

Thank you to parents and carers for your ongoing commitment, time and support for your child’s edu-

cation. We appreciate that some of you are working from home at the same time. Please remember if 

your child has any questions or problems with their work, they can speak to their teachers on zoom.  

IMPORTANT  - PARENTS OF NURSERY CHILDREN 

The deadline to apply for a school reception class place for September 2021 is TODAY 15TH JANUARY 
You should apply online -  surreycc.gov.uk/admission 

If you have any questions, please contact Surrey Admissions on 0300 200 1004 

file://ad.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk/SMAT$/Users/Staff/SCramp/Documents/000 Email Trace


 

 

  

Useful telephone numbers: 
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568 
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA) 
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk 
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884  
Childline 0800 1111 

www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080  

info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk  • @StMattsSch 

 Spring term 2021 
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day 
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday 
w/b 1st March: Book Week (Thursday 4th : World Book Day) 
Monday 8th March: Inset day - school closed to children  
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday) 
Summer term 2021 
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children  
Tuesday  20th April :children return to school  
Tues 20th - Thurs 22nd April  High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip  
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS cancelled 
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children  
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday  
w/b  7th June: Yr 1/2 national phonics screening checkcancelled 
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table checkcancelled 
w/b 21st June: Activities Week 
Fri 25th June: Sports day 
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production 
Last day of term: Wed 21st July 
 
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22  (current Yr 5 pupils) 

Diary Dates Steps to Outstanding  
St Matthew's School and its strong staff team contin-

ue  to receive praise from the MAT and other profes-

sionals for the quality of its wide ranging provision  

for the children, the strong leadership, pastoral care 

and the quality of teaching and learning, including the 

remote learning offer for the children to access at this present time.   

At a meeting this week, comments expressed by external education  

professionals included:  

“St Matthew's is a good school … no doubt!” 

“St Matthew's leaders are always on the front foot; they think strate-
gically.” 

“This school has outstanding practice.” 

“St Matthew’s is the “go to” school.” 

     Taste and see that the LORD is good;                             
Blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 

             Psalm 34 v 8  

Free Family Learning Courses 

St Matthew’s School and Surrey 

Family Learning have, for many 

years, worked closely together 

providing classes and groups for parents to help them 

support their children’s  learning . Our classes for 

parents for whom English is an additional language 

have proved particularly successful. The current Fam-

ily Learning programme is now being delivered online 

with a wide range of  courses including maths, Eng-

lish, wellbeing and general parenting.  Further infor-

mation and detail of how to book your place can be 

found here.  

Good Quality Food Parcels at St Matthew’s 

This week we relaunched our weekly food 

parcels for those children eligible for Free 

School Meals. Thank you to Mr Hill and our 

catering team (twelve15) for organising 

these. Despite what you may have heard in the me-

dia, the food parcels at St Matthew's School more 

than meet the expected standard and quality. Thank 

you to parents for the compliments and  words of 

appreciation.  

Please remember to come to the school hall         

(door in the car park) between 10am and 1pm each 

Tuesday to collect the food.   

Yesterday, you may have seen an exciting new attachment on 

Google Classroom called ‘Bike it Pat’s At Home Activity Guide’ 

full of exciting activities and videos to keep active and engaged 

whilst at home. Thank you to Pat from Sustrans for putting this 

together for us. Please click here to view the pack again!  

Don’t forget, we have begun our 2021 pro-

gramme of monthly curriculum workshops. 

These workshops are open to parents of pupils 

in all classes. There will be two opportunities to 

attend each subject with the same content in each session. All ses-

sions be will on zoom and will last about 40 minutes. There will be 

opportunities for parents to ask questions. Zoom links will be sent to 

parents near the time of the sessions.  

Please put the dates in your diary and make every effort to attend. 

Dates / times Subject Lead by 

Tuesday 26th January 
1pm and 6pm  

EYFS (nursery & 
reception )  – 
maths 

 

Miss Cunnington (EYFS / KS1 phase 
leader) 

Miss Hekmoun (Nursery teacher) 

Thursday 4th Feb 
6pm 

Friday 5th Feb 10am 

Computing and 
online safety 

Miss Forbes (Computing Leader) 

Miss Hills (Assistant Headteacher) 

Thursday 4th March 
6pm 

Friday 5th March 
10am 

English Mrs Moyle (KS2 phase leader) 

Miss Cunnington (EYFS / KS1 phase 
leader) 

Wednesday 5th May 
10am 

Thursday 6th May 
6pm 

Relationships & 
Sex Education 

Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy Headteacher) 

Wednesday 9th June 
10am 

Thursday 10th 
June  6pm 

Mathematics Mr Challenger (Maths leader) 

Mrs Moor (Numbers Count teach-
er) 

Thursday 1st July 
6pm 

Friday 2nd July 10am 

Pre-learning for 
2021/22 and 
expectations of 
what pupils 
should achieve. 

Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy Headteacher) 

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses/family-learning
file:///H:/Bike It Pat's At Home Activty Guide.pdf

