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Although we cannot host our popular open mornings as planned, we are
excited about our next Virtual Open Day on Thursday 19th November 1pm
- 2pm via zoom ! The previous events have proved very successful.
If you or anyone you know has a child due to start in Reception or Nursery
in September 2021, please contact our school office to book a place and to
request the zoom link and take this opportunity to speak with Mrs Lightfoot (Headteacher)
and Miss Cunnington (Early Years Leader)
We are also delighted with our new school video showcasing all that we do here at St Matthew's and celebrating the achievements of our wonderful children; you can view this on
our website or by clicking here.

Christmas Events - Pop them in your diary!
Our Christmas activities have already begun! This morning Year 6 were filmed performing
some of our favourite Christmas carols for the Redhill virtual carol service, an alternative to
the usual annual event held at the Belfry Centre each December.
Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 11th December

Wear your Christmas jumper for a £1 donation to Save the Children
Christmas Lunch - Thursday 17th December
Nativity Play - details to follow !

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 2 team!
My name is Mr Taylor, one of the Year 2 teachers here at St Matthew’s. My favourite subject is teaching reading, I absolutely love working with the children to develop their phonics and reading skills. I
enjoy listening to the children read and finding out about the books they read at home. In
my spare time, I love to play the guitar! I even write some songs with my class sometimes, setting children’s writing to music.
I am Mrs Powell. As well as teaching Year 2, I am the English Subject Leader here at St Matthew’s,
working with children and staff across the school. I also love reading. One of my favourite events of
the year is Book Week’, where I help to organise an array of fun, educational, reading-themed activities, including the day where we all dress up and the bedtime reading session.
I am Mrs Lawrence, a Higher Level Teaching Assistant. I love working in Year 2, especially arts and
crafts. I enjoy seeing the children's creativity come to light. It is rewarding to see the children develop
their skills in all subjects and go from strength to strength with their confidence and abilities. I am also on the school’s Board of Governors.
I am Mrs Frew, a Teaching Assistant in Year 2. I have worked at St Matthew’s for 12 years now and
have enjoyed every single day. One of my favourite times of the day is lunch time as, whilst outside,
I get to see the children create some fun and interesting games, as well as see their imaginations
develop with their role playing.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation! On time, every day!
Autumn term 2020
Diary Dates
Friday 27th Nov: Flu spray immunisations
Christmas lunch: Thursday 17th December
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Provisional dates are: Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Thank you so much to all who expressed their interest in
becoming a Parent Governor and thank you to those who
were nominated and others who endorsed applications. It
is so encouraging to have parents support the school in
this way.
Two new appointments, both parents of current pupils at
our school, have been made to the Local Governing Body.
Further information regarding these appointments and
the names of our new governors will be shared as soon
as the necessary paperwork is completed!

Nursery Admissions (age3+) We currently have some
places available in our high quality nursery - part time
or full time! Please contact the school office for more
information and for an application form.

Steps to Outstanding
Ofsted visit - 10th November
On Tuesday St Matthew’s School received a
remote visit from Ofsted. We were contacted on Monday to inform us that two of her
Majesty’s Inspectors (HMI) would be visiting
the school. Despite the “remote” nature of
the visit, the rigor was certainly maintained.
The day’s visit (10am - 4pm on Zoom) was rigorous and inten-

sive yet also very positive and affirming of the excellent practice here at St Matthew’s School.
The inspectors focused on two key areas:
 How leaders are returning pupils to school and the normal curriculum, including any remote learning, and enabling pupils to catch up on missed learning
 Behaviour and routines including attendance, specific
health and wellbeing issues and safeguarding.
The five sections of the discussion were: context, curriculum,
behaviour, attendance , safeguarding.
Our school leaders were able to answer all the questions confidently and eloquently, giving real examples of the high quality work and all we do here at St Matthew’s for our children
and families .
The 2 HMIs were insistent on calling it a visit rather than an
inspection . No grades or evaluation comments have been or
will be given. Within 4 weeks we will receive a letter which
will be factual with bullet points of areas discussed. This will
be shared with parents and published on the Ofsted website.
and our own school website.
This visit has no bearing on when we will receive our next
full two day Ofsted inspection. As yet, it has not be confirmed as to when inspections will restart.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4 v 4-7 [The Bible]
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