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Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith 

The Masked Reader 

It has been encouraging to hear that the children, and adults  too, enjoyed our Book Week activities. 
Thank you for the very positive feedback. The “Masked Reader” videos were clearly a highlight! Did 
you guess correctly which members of staff were behind the disguises and which books they were 
reading?  

 

 

 

 

 

It is so lovely to have all the children back in school. Our school is “singing” once again - literally and metaphorically! The chil-

dren have settled back into school really well; they are clearly delighted to be back with their friends and teachers. It has been 

wonderful to see the children pick up with their learning as if they’ve never been away from school; thank you to parents and 

staff - your efforts keeping the children  in routines and completing learning tasks have helped this smooth transition back into 

the classroom. We will continue to use Google Classroom  and Tapestry for home learning projects throughout the year. All 

children must  be reading daily at home - either real books or using Bug Club or our St Matthew’s online library - and can also 

access TimesTable Rockstars to practise and improve their maths  skills.   

The children’s attendance this week has been excellent ; well done - don’t let it slip! We would remind all parents that school 

attendance is once again mandatory for all pupils and the usual attendance and absence procedures and registration codes 

apply. Please do not book term-time holidays; your children cannot afford any further time out of school.  

We are delighted to be able to restart some after-school clubs next week. The focus is on fun and supporting  

children’s fitness and physical and mental wellbeing. A letter was sent out via email on Tuesday, and the sign 

-up for the clubs is already live on Arbor. To see a copy of the letter, including instructions on how to book 

on, please click here. Clubs are 

limited to 30 children each, so please book early to 

avoid  disappointment. If you do not see the club 

available to book onto, this means the club is already 

full. Please email the school office and we can add 

you to the waiting list and, if possible, extend the 

places available.  

Breakfast Club and Stars after school club are 

provided every day. Please book  in advance, via Arbor, if you want your child to attend.  

Have you given your child's updated medical and dietary information to the school office? 

A lot has changed in recent months! For some, this includes health and dietary needs. It is essential, to help us to 
keep your child healthy and safe,  that school has up to date  and accurate information about your child’s medical 

conditions and dietary requirements. Thank you to all who have already returned the competed forms to the school 
office. If you have not yet done this , please do so immediately.  

Medical Forms - These are required if your child has a medical condition, including needing  an inhaler or epipen.  

Dietary Forms - These forms must be completed for every  child; if your child does not have any dietary require-
ments (eg for health or religious reasons or allergies) please return it stating ‘No Special Requirements’  

A plea! Please make sure your child’s uniform, 

coat, PE kit, waterbottle, lunchbox, wellington 

boots are clearly marked with your child’s name! 

file:///S:/Office/Clubs and sports/Clubs 2020 - 2021/Clubs Letter & Arbor Instructions - March 2021.pdf
file:///S:/Office/Forms and Standard Letters/PERMISSION TO ADMINISTER MEDS.pdf
file:///S:/Office/Forms and Standard Letters/MASTERCOPY - Special Diet Request Form.pdf


 

 

  

Useful telephone numbers: 
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568 
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA) 
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk 
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884  
Childline 0800 1111 

www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080  

info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk  • @StMattsSch 

 Spring term 2021 
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday) 
 
Summer term 2021 
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children  
Tuesday  20th April :children return to school  
Wed 21st & Thurs 22nd April  High Ashurst Yr 6 Trip (non-residential) 
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children  
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday  
w/b 21st June: Activities Week 
Fri 25th June: Sports day 
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production 
Last day of term: Wed 21st July 
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021 High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22   

Diary 
Dates 

Steps to Outstanding  
 
We are privileged at St Matthew's School to 
have a strong, skilled and committed Local 
Governing Body  who work closely with the 
school’s Senior Leadership Team, staff and the 
MAT to ensure St Matthew’s School provides 
the very best for every one of our children.  
The Governing Body provides strategic leadership and account-
ability in schools. It has three key functions: 

 Overseeing the financial performance of the school and 
making sure its money is well spent 

 Holding the headteacher to account for the educational 
performance of the school and its pupils 

 Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction 
St Matthew’s School governing body  includes parents, staff, 
clergy and other members of the local community. Our Chair 
of Governors is Moira Astin. We are very grateful for the time 
and skills given by our governors  in this important voluntary 
role.  As well as the full LBG, St Matthew's governors work in 
three committees to focus on specific aspects of our school: 

 Finance 

 Faith 

 Standards and Performance  
This week, in addition to  holding the “usual” governors meet-
ing, St Matthew’s  governors attended the first SDBE MAT Gov-
ernors conference, meeting with governors from across the 
diocese to share good practice  and celebrate our school’s 
achievements. 
 
Minutes of governors meetings are available from the Clerk to 
Governors who can be contacted via the school office   

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
    blessed is the one who takes refuge in him.  

Psalm 34 v 8 

Dates / times Subject Lead by 

Wednesday 5th 
May 10am 

Thursday 6th May 
6pm 

Relation-
ships & Sex 
Education 

Mrs Lightfoot 
(Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy 
Headteacher) 

Wednesday 9th 
June 10am 

Thursday 10th 
June  6pm 

Mathe-
matics 

Mr Challenger                    
(Maths leader) 

Mrs Moor (Numbers 
Count teacher) 

Thursday 1st July 
6pm 

Friday 2nd July 
10am 

Pre-learning 
for 2021/22 
and expec-
tations of 
what pupils 
should 
achieve. 

Mrs Lightfoot 
(Headteacher) 

Mrs Penfold (Deputy 
Headteacher) 

Rapid Testing for Households and  
Childcare Bubbles 

If you’re a member of a household, childcare 

bubble or support bubble of a school pupil, college stu-

dent or staff member, you can get twice-weekly symp-

tom-free tests. The symptom-free tests for households 

are not available from schools or colleges. 

Households can use any testing offered by their em-

ployer, or book an appointment online at a symptom-

free testing site, or collect a home-testing kit from 

a designated collection point, or if unable to travel to a 

site, order a kit online.  

You can find out more at surreycc.gov.uk/

symptomfreecovidtesting.  The Harlequin Theatre is our 

nearest symptom-free testing site. 

Year 6 High Ashurst Two Day Trip  

 21st & 22nd April 2021 

Communication was sent to parents last week regarding a change 

to the year 6 trip to High Ashurst in April. Due to COVID regula-

tions, this trip will now be a ‘two day adventurous activity event’ 

with no residential element (no staying over!) The cost of the  trip has reduced 

from £250 to £160 

Parents who paid via Arbor, have been refunded the difference if you have paid 

over £160. Those who paid on the previous system (tucasi) will be refunded in 

due course. We may need to contact you for bank details. Those with outstand-

ing payments, please arrange to pay this as soon as possible via Arbor. The 

outstanding amounts have been updated to reflect the change in cost.  

We are hoping that next year’s trip for current Year 5 pupils will go ahead in 

the usual residential format. (29th Sept -1st Oct 2021) 

There are still some spaces available on 

a number of fantastic free online work-

shops for parents for whom English is an 

additional language.  

We know that many parents enjoyed attending the Learning 

courses in previous years when we were able to host the clas-

ses in person here at St Matthew's School. 

Please click here to enrol via their website and click  

‘Enrol on an English Course Today’  

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety/coronavirus/testing/symptom-free/covid-19-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/people-and-community/emergency-planning-and-community-safety/coronavirus/testing/symptom-free/covid-19-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/adult-learning/courses/family-learning

