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Next week is HALF TERM
There will not be any school nor online learning for any of the children, but
please use the time to keep practising and enjoying reading.
Please enjoy a well-deserved break! (Children, parents and teachers alike! )
School/ Remote learning resumes on Monday 22nd February.
Latest exciting news! St Matthew's Virtual Library Have you used it yet?
We are proud to have launched our brand new St Matthew's Virtual Library on Google
Classroom and Tapestry! We have created an online collection of texts, organised into
year groups, for your children to explore and enjoy. We will continue to update this resource, so please
encourage your child to let us know which books they would like us to add (subject to author/publisher
permissions.) You can make your suggestions of books via the class zooms and in the comments box
on Google Classroom and Tapestry. We very much hope you enjoy using this resource.
Particular thanks to Miss Hills and her technical skills for putting this together. The
MAT were so impressed with our St Matthew's Virtual Library that Miss Hills has been
invited to give a presentation at the MAT English Leaders’ Conference later this month.
The conference will be attended by teachers and other education professionals from
schools in Surrey and South London.
We love reading at St Matthew’s School! Fiction or non-fiction, whatever
you prefer. Delve into your favourite books during half term!
It was lovely to see the children enjoying the snow this week. Thank you for uploading photographs of
snowmen, sledges and snow-themed art and poetry. The children in school enjoyed some fun in the snow
too. A big thank you to Mr Honchar and Mr Charman for their continuous hard work from early morning, gritting the paths, playgrounds and car park each day so that children and staff could be at school safely.

While all our staff are responsible for safeguarding and providing
pastoral care for our children, some staff have specific roles
Mrs Lightfoot is the school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) and Designated Teacher for
Looked After Children. Mrs Penfold and Mrs Adjei are the Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads.
Pupils, parents, staff, visitors or anyone should contact one of our Designated Safeguarding Leads
if there are any concerns about the safety or wellbeing of one of our children.
My name is Mrs Adjei and I am the Children, Families and Learning Support Worker here at St Matthew’s. I
have worked at the school for just over two years - although I attended St Matthew's as a pupil! - and every
day is different. Safeguarding is key in my role, and, as always, is our priority. I am always available for families or children who need that extra support, or who just need somebody to talk to. We all appreciate (now
more than ever!) how important attendance at school and a good education is for our children; part of my
role is to monitor pupils’ attendance and to work with parents of children whose persistent absence gives
cause for concern. I also enjoy working with our school choir and leading our “pause and reflect” times of collective worship. Outside of school, I am a member of a women’s football team and thoroughly enjoy actively taking part in sports.
Whilst all our staff know basic first aid, the following colleagues have successfully completed Paediatric First Aid
training: Miss Cramp, Mrs Cale, Mrs Marie, Mrs Adjei, Miss Knight, Mrs Shuttleworth, Mrs Vurc, Mrs Lockey and
Mr M Hill. Your children are in safe hands whilst at St Matthew’s School - we always put the children first.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Spring term 2021
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week (Thursday 4th : World Book Day)
Monday 8th March: Inset day - school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th - Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip
Fri 28th May: Inset day - school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July
High Ashurst Yr 6 Residential Trip 2021/22 (current Yr 5 pupils)
Wed 29th Sept - Fri 1st Oct 2021

Diary
Dates

Google Classroom & Tapestry Mobile Apps
Did you know there is a Google Classroom app available to
download for free to most mobile devices?
In order to access this you need a slightly different format of
username and password to the Wonde emoji one already given
out. Please contact the school office if you would like these
details to be able to access the Google Classroom app.
There is also a Tapestry app for Nursery and Reception users,
which you can download and use for free using the username
and password already set up. We are aware, however, that
some of the features of Tapestry (e.g. memos) do not currently
work within the app.

Thank you to parents who attended this week’s online safety
workshop. W e are so glad that you found it useful; if
you missed it, the information can be found here. Do put the
dates of our next workshops in your diary so you don’t miss out.

Dates / times

Subject

Lead by

Thursday 4th
March 6pm
Friday 5th March
10am

English

Miss Cunnington
(EYFS/ KS1 phase leader)
Mrs Moyle (KS2 phase
leader)
Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)

Wednesday 5
May 10am

th

Thursday 6th May
6pm
Wednesday 9th
June 10am
Thursday 10
June 6pm

Mathematics

th

Thursday 1st July
6pm
nd

Relationships & Sex
Education

Friday 2 July
10am

Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)
Mr Challenger
(Maths leader)

Steps to Outstanding
We are incredibly proud of the children for
adapting to the new way of learning during
this past year and, as always, we are grateful
to parents. We really do appreciate the support and time that you are giving to your child
and their home learning. Many of our staff
know from personal experience the challenges of juggling child
care, home learning and their own work responsibilities.
We await confirmation from the government as to when schools,
including St Matthew’s, will open to all its pupils. Until then we
will continue to provide good quality digital learning in parallel
with the in-school teaching for children of critical workers and
specific groups of pupils. We are committed to maintaining
strong and effective communication with parents. Google Classroom and Tapestry, along with the class zoom sessions have
proved effective in continuing this positive dialogue. Thank you,
too, to our school office staff who have been so proactive in responding to emails to “info@” and phone messages.
February 22nd and 23rd 2.00 - 2.15pm Teachers w ill use
the first part of the zoom session to outline to parents the curriculum overview and learning expectations for the next half term.
Please make every effort to attend.
Parents evenings: W e plan to hold “one to one” parents evenings at the beginning of the summer term. Dates will be confirmed when all the children are back at school.

Next Wednesday (17th February) is Ash Wednesday ,
the first day of Lent. Lent is a season of 40 days of reflection and preparation before the celebrations of
Easter, the most important festival in the Christian calendar.
To learn more about the season of Lent, please click here.

Mrs Moor (Numbers
Count teacher)
Pre-learning
for 2021/22
and expectations of
what pupils
should
achieve.

Free School Meal Vouchers during February Half Term

Mrs Lightfoot
(Headteacher)

Those eligible for free school meals were sent an
email on Monday regarding FSM vouchers for the
half term week (15th - 20th February).

Mrs Penfold (Deputy
Headteacher)

We are grateful for the lovely comments, messages and emails we have
received from parents and others appreciating the excellent work of the school and its staff team.

The vouchers have been sent out already and you
should receive an email or text over the next few days which will
guide you through downloading the vouchers. These will come from
‘wonde’ Surrey’s third-party provider.

If you haven’t already completed the Ofsted Parent View questionnaire, please do so by clicking here.

Please click here for instructions on how to download it.

*Please note, there will be no food parcels to collect during half
term; these will resume on Tuesday 23rd February!

Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on
every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
St Matthew 4 v 4 [The Bible]
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Useful telephone numbers:
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA)
FOSM@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884
Childline 0800 1111

