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The last day of term is Friday 18th December
Years 4,5,6 & Sun Class finish at 2.40pm

Years 1, Reception, Nursery finish at 3pm

Another great week here at St Matthew’s!
Well done to everyone in Years 2 and 3 who has been learning remotely this past week and next week too. It has
been great to see you all zooming in for registration each morning and contributing so eagerly to your zoom lessons
with your teachers. Thank you to parents and staff for enabling the children to continue their learning either by accessing the live lessons and online activities or with paper curriculum activity packs.
As we head into the final week of term, our learning activities have a definite festive theme. We have
now completed the filming of our Nativity play and look forward to sending you the link for you to
watch our Nativity 2020 at home. This year’s Nativity play features a special guest star, May the donkey. Thank you, May, for joining us. Mrs Lightfoot had great control of May and gave her regular carrot treats for being so well behaved! The children enjoyed hot chocolate as their treat!
Today, we enjoyed seeing the children (and staff!) wearing their festive,
sparkly and Christmassy jumpers in support of Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day.
Thank you to everyone who donated £1 to this worthwhile cause. Don’t forget that the
children can again wear their Christmas jumpers next Thursday (Pantomime followed by Christmas Dinner) and Friday (last day of term) - no extra donation is needed!
Although Christmas Lunch this year (Thursday 17th) is provided only for children who usually
have school lunch, children who have packed lunch from home might like to bring lunch with a festive
flavour. All the children will receive a cracker courtesy of FOSM.
We are looking forward to our Virtual Pantomime “Cinderella” on Thursday, where the
children will watch a live performance from their comfort of their own classrooms. Years 2 and 3
will be able to see the pantomime when they return to school in January.
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel (which means “God with us”). Matthew 1 v 23

This week we are meeting the….. The Year 4 Team!
My name is Mrs Puplett. I have taught at St Matthew's for over 20 years so clearly enjoy being here at
our school! My favourite subjects are English and Art. I love to display the children’s work to celebrate
their achievements. In my spare time I love to knit. Before “lockdown” I ran knitting and sewing clubs
here at school, sharing my skills with the children. In year 4 we are proud that all the children have
the opportunity to learn to pay the clarinet and benefit from free weekly instrumental lessons.
I am Mrs Caswell. One of the best parts about being a teacher is seeing the children progress with their
learning, especially in maths, reading, writing and science. I also love craft and sewing activities.
My name is Mrs Apicella. I have only been at St Matthew’s since September, but I already feel
like one of the family. It is a privilege to teach the children and see them develop from day to day .
I am Mrs Pusey, a Teaching Assistant currently in Year 4. I have worked at St Matthew’s for
almost 2 years. I am also the chair of the “Friends of St Matthew’s” committee (FOSM) . We
organise fundraising and social events throughout the year. We are sorry not to be able to
have our disco and Christmas Fair this year. FOSM have provided the Christmas crackers for
Christmas lunch.
I am Mrs Jeffery, Teaching Assistant . I have worked at St Matthew’s for 6 years and love my
job. I really appreciate seeing the children's creativity and perseverance.

Aim High - Encourage - Have Faith

Attendance at school is compulsory for all pupils.
100% is the expectation! On time, every day!
Autumn term 2020
Diary Dates
Christmas lunch: Thursday
17th December
Cinderella live streamed pantomime: Thurs 17th

Steps to Outstanding
With Headlines today you should have
received the letter sent to school from
Ofsted following their remote “visit” to
St Matthew’s last month.

December
Last day of term: Friday 18th December
Spring term 2021
Monday 4th January: Inset day— school closed to children
Tuesday 5th January: children return to school
Tues 9th February: Safer internet day
15th - 19th February : Half term holiday
w/b 1st March: Book Week
Thursday 4th March: World Book Day
Monday 8th March: Inset day— school closed to children
Last day of term: Thursday 1st April (Maundy Thursday)
Summer term 2021
Monday 19th April: Inset day - school closed to children
Tuesday 20th April :children return to school
Tues 20th—Thurs 22nd April High Ashurst Year 6 Residential Trip
w/b 10th May: Yr 6 SATS
Fri 28th May: Inset day— school closed to children
31st May - 4th June: Half term holiday
w/b 7th June: Yr 1 & some Yr 2 national phonics screening check
w/b 7th June: Yr 4 national multiplication table check
w/b 21st June: Activities Week
Fri 25th June: Sports day
Wed 14th & Thurs 15th: production
Last day of term: Wed 21st July

The inspectors explained during the
visit that the letter to school would be
just factual, with no judgements made, and was restricted to a certain number of words and, indeed, a set format. The letter is, therefore, quite bland and does not
reflect the positive discussion between school leaders
and the inspectors.

Staff News

St Matthew’s is an excellent school!

At the end of this term we will say a fond
farewell to Mrs Powell and to Mrs
Worthington. We thank them for their many contributions to life of our school. We wish Mrs Powell well as
she relocates to a new home by the beach! We look
forward to welcoming Miss Johnson, joining us to teach
2P from January. We are planning for Miss Johnson to
meet 2P next week, albeit remotely!

We are, however, pleased to have had this opportunity
to share with Ofsted, even though it wasn’t mentioned
in the letter, the great things that we are achieving
here at St Matthew’s School for the benefit of our pupils
and school community.
We are genuinely looking forward to Ofsted resuming
their full programme of inspections and visiting St Matthew’s at some point this academic year.

Residential Trips to High Ashurst Activity Centre
Current Year 6 - All outstanding payments for the postponed
September 2020 trip (rescheduled for April 2021) have been
loaded onto Arbor. Please arrange to pay the remaining balance as soon as possible .
Current year 5 - Next year’s trip (September 2021) is now live
on Arbor for you to book and give consent. Please click consent and pay a nonrefundable deposit of £50. You can pay
more towards the cost if you want to.
Full details in the email and letter.
Arrangements in terms of Covid-19 cases during the
Christmas holidays

The link is: https://youtu.be/FCgURr-BFdQ
Pupils in Year 4, 5and 6 enjoyed a special live lesson
yesterday, learning about how parliament works and
inspiring the future politicians
amongst us!

If a pupil or staff member tests positive
for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms
within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as
the individual may have been infectious whilst in school. In
this instance you should contact the school, even after term
has finished, via info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Where a pupil or staff member tests positive
for coronavirus (COVID-19), having
developed symptoms more than 48
hours since being in school, then you
must follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.

www.stmatthewsredhill.org.uk • 01737 762080
info@stmatthews-redhill.surrey.sch.uk • @StMattsSch
Useful telephone numbers:
Father Andrew, St Matthew’s Church 01737 761568
Friends of St Matthew’s School (PTA) FOSM @stm atthew s-redhill.surrey.sch.uk
Welcare Children’s Centre 01737 780884 • www.welcare.org • 24 Warwick Road, Redhill RH1 1BU
Childline 0800 1111

